
Questionnaire Map_MUNI

Sources: Esri, Airbus DS, USGS, NGA, NASA, CGIAR, N Robinson, NCEAS,
NLS, OS, NMA, Geodatastyrelsen, Rijkswaterstaat, GSA, Geoland, FEMA,
Intermap and the GIS user community, Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, FAO,
NOAA, USGS, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

10/20/2020 0 4 82 mi

0 6.5 133.25 km

1:288,895

A12  The CoasT News OCT. 23, 2020 OCT. 23, 2020 The CoasT News A13

Election 2020 Election 2020

Matthew G. Simpson
Vista Unified

On improving district finances
“More than 90% of the VUSD budget is payroll 
and benefits. So, my first idea is to stop the 
pay increases for teachers and administrators, 
which will save a lot of money over the long 
run. I know that is an unpopular answer while 
life in CA gets more expensive, but it’s the last 
thing we can do before letting people go.”

Christi Knight
Escondido (Area 3)

On improving district finances
“Christi’s top priorities include expanding 
partnerships with businesses and industries 
to provide more opportunities for hands-on 
learning that will translate into real-world 
experience and high-paying jobs for our 
students. Christi will boldly advocate for 
innovative public/private partnerships to 
address the rising costs of special education.”

Jane Lea Smith
San Dieguito

Union High (Area 4)

On highest relative priorities
“To address transparency, I will prioritize 
communication. I propose setting expectations 
to gather input intentionally across multiple 
perspectives and to communicate effectively the 
rationale for decisions. Options include targeted 
forums, more formalized use of committee 
input, timelines that allow for community 
review and regular board updates.”

Kymberly 
Van Der Linden 
Del Mar Union

On disagreeing with past decisions
“Parents voted for Measure MM because they 
were promised new projects to improve and 
modernize the school, for example a new MUR 
at Carmel Del Mar. The district needs to fulfill 
the promises to parents, prioritize projects and 
spend bond money efficiently and wisely. Bond 
money should last for 30 years.”

Mike Blessing
Oceanside (Area 5)

On lowest relative priorities
“Government transparency is an important 
issue, but it is the lowest priority at the school 
district level due to the fact that so many 
rules and regulations are promulgated at the 
statewide level regarding the teaching of our 
kids and the training and use of our teachers 
and support staff. Effective change at the local 
level is still important.”

Steven Grimaldi
Cardiff Elementary

On disagreeing with past decisions
“The inability of the school district to come 
up with a Plan B regarding the Cardiff 
Elementary rebuild and articulate within the 
community. Regardless of lawsuits, Cardiff 
Elementary should be open today. There should 
have been a strong Plan B prior to demolition.”

Christian Adams
Encinitas Union

On improving district finances
“There are many county bonds that the district 
could be applying for that are not being 
utilized. This would save the school money and 
upgrade many facilities and programs. I also 
support Proposition 15, which would close a 
tax loophole for large corporations and create a 
$10 billion (or more) windfall for the state and 
schools.”

Jason Karches
Rancho Santa Fe

On lowest relative priorities
“Any expense that does not directly improve or 
move us closer to district priorities and goals 
needs to be evaluated. Education is priority 
number one. While school facilities and job/
life skills are important issues, at this moment 
in time other more important issues need 
the board’s focus to align us with our district 
priorities.”

Larry Rosen
Solana Beach
Elementary

On disagreeing with past decisions
“I am new to the district but I am concerned 
about the board’s decision to test students 
so infrequently. Taking temperatures is not 
enough, as a temperature is not a symptom of 
all those infected with COVID-19. More careful 
planning should go into a testing program 
based on what other schools and countries have 
learned.”

Nancy Orr
Cardiff Elementary

On highest relative priorities
“Pandemic-forced distance learning took an 
educational/emotional toll on children and 
families. We must allocate resources necessary 
to help them fill in any gaps. [That a] lawsuit 
forced halts to building essential classrooms is 
unconscionable. We must allocate the resources 
necessary to access Cardiff classrooms safely 
while we resolve the legal issues.”

Todd Maddison
Oceanside (Area 5)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“In Sept. 2019, OUSD cut buses from the poor 
Latino kids of Crown Heights because [the 
district] couldn’t afford it. Two months later 
(Dec. 17), the board approved extra raises for 
district staff that cost $5 million, including 
for admins with total median compensation of 
$158,000/year (items 9 B-E). I would not have 
approved those raises. Kids first!”

Victor Graham
San Marcos (Area D)

On highest relative priorities
“I plan to continue to provide the best 
education for our students that our budget will 
allow. Because our revenue is determined by 
the state, I want to partner with the private 
sector that offers vocational training and 
other computer programming courses that 
the district does not offer, but which are very 
beneficial for our students.”

Rhea Steward
Cardiff Elementary

On disagreeing with past decisions
“I had hoped that the litigation over the 
Cardiff School construction could have been 
resolved more swiftly.”

Cipriano Vargas
Vista Unified (Area 4)

On improving district finances
“Participatory budget process that includes 
community and stakeholders. Seek state and 
federal grants that align with programs such 
as Career Technical Education pathways, 
in addition to creating partnerships with 
industry leaders and unions. I will be pushing 
for CSBA Full and Fair Funding (see www.
fullandfairfunding.org).”

Jay Ross
San Marcos (Area A)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“Failing to mandate teacher involvement in 
the Q3, 2020 planning & modeling for school 
reopening. Besides obvious contributions 
teachers would have brought to the process, 
the lack of educator involvement was destined 
negatively to impact productive negotiations 
between the teachers’ union & SMUSB. 
Better collaboration often means earlier 
collaboration!”

LeeAnne Leon
San Marcos (Area A)

On highest relative priorities
“I feel there needs to be greater emphasis on 
a partnership between the district, city and 
developers. We need to work together to require 
the developers and the City of San Marcos 
to assist in the addition of new school sites 
to relieve some of the burden on the existing 
school sites.”

Ogechi Okereke
Escondido (Area 4)

On improving district finances
“Out of the box ideas / nontraditional methods 
by partnering with other high-achieving 
districts to fund our schools. We can also look 
into monetization of some of our assets.”

Frank Wayne Deming
Carlsbad (Area 2)

On highest relative priorities
“To bridge individual ‘achievement gaps’ 
establish an elective, for-credit, tutor program 
where overachieving students can tutor the 
underachievers and explore community-based 
virtual ‘study-groups.’ Extend virtual-tutor 
approach to support and encourage lifelong 
learning for the entire family.”

Dana King
Solana Beach 
Elementary

On lowest relative priorities
“SBSD serves a community with extensive 
parent/volunteer-directed athletics and 
extracurriculars not affiliated with the 
district. Aside from strong educational 
commitment to grade-level appropriate PE 
[physical education] and STREAM in our 
curriculum, SBSD plays a supporting role in 
athletics/extracurriculars, allowing focus on 
other pressing educational initiatives.”

Jodie Williams
Encinitas Union

On highest relative priorities
“My highest priority is making sure our 
families have the resources they need to be 
successful in any learning environment. I 
intend to examine what resources we were able 
to provide our families when we transitioned 
to remote learning, what our families need to 
ensure each student can be online, and how we 
can better support our students.”

Leonardo DiMedio
Encinitas Union

On lowest relative priorities
“From the choices supplied I would not pick 
any as a low priority. All of them make it into 
the top priority list. You address them, and then 
they become low priorities, because solutions 
have been found and implemented. Success is 
measured by a board’s ability to reduce the 
high-priority list through accomplishment.”

Pam Lindamood
San Marcos (Area B)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“In 2017, I supported a national search to find 
the district a highly qualified superintendent 
candidate. My colleagues voted instead to 
suspend that search and promoted from within 
a director with no superintendent experience. I 
believed then, as now, that a thorough search is 
warranted when hiring for such an important 
position.”

Adina Smarandache
Encinitas Union

On disagreeing with past decisions
“Our school is quietly implementing the ‘1619 
Project’ to rewrite our history to portray the 
USA as an evil nation through a secret Equity 
Committee to implement an undisclosed 3-year 
plan, in violation of the Sunshine laws (Brown 
Act). Indoctrination is not the purpose of our 
schools. Public/parents have rights to see and 
be heard!”

Elisa Williamson
Carlsbad (Area 2)

On highest relative priorities
“With school closures and distance learning, 
the most severe learning loss occurs with 
our most vulnerable students and the lack 
of in-person contact can cause long-lasting 
social-emotional and behavioral harm. We are 
focusing on social and emotional wellbeing 
while assessing and applying resources to fill in 
the learning gaps.”

Joe Muga
Escondido (Area 3)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“I have disagreed with the board not providing 
adequate consequences for students who bring 
weapons on campus and at times threaten 
other students. As a psychologist, we need to 
care for the social-emotional needs of students, 
and at times that should be manifested as 
increased structure for the student, thus 
lessening danger risk for other students.”

Leslie Schneider
San Dieguito

Union High (Area 2)

On highest relative priorities
“While all these items are critical to providing 
an excellent learning environment for kids, 
without transparency and accountability we 
can’t properly fulfill these obligations. Schools 
are tasked with preparing youth to be self-
sufficient, productive and confident members of 
our community, which is why delivering hard 
and soft ‘skills’ are a must.”

Paul Seitz
Rancho Santa Fe

On improving district finances
“Revenue is key. We have lost a lot of donors to 
our foundation because of the inability to offer 
all of the extras we have become accustomed 
to. With our cuts last year, the school can 
no longer operate without hiring a lot of 
temporary workers. High standards and school 
enthusiasm generate more donors.”

Annette Ross
Rancho Santa Fe

On lowest relative priorities
“[Job / Personal Finance / Other ‘Life Skills’] 
are critical but not at the elementary school 
level. There is still time to learn to balance a 
checkbook after 8th grade!”

Ellen Williams
Rancho Santa Fe

On improving district finances
“Our district is endowed with plentiful 
resources. I would take notes from other, less 
affluent districts across the country, which 
are outperforming ours, as my first step in 
streamlining spending without sacrificing 
quality, both cultural and academic.”

John Tree
Rancho Santa Fe

On highest relative priorities
“My personal top priority wasn’t even 
listed [among the questionnaire’s choices], 
but it’s keeping our children, teachers and 
administrators safe during the global COVID-19 
pandemic. RSF was the first school to open in 
our county and the administration is following 
rigorous protocols that are grounded in science. 
We need to make sure we stay vigilant on this.”

Marianne Grosner
Del Mar Union

On highest relative priorities
“For accountability, I would avoid delegating 
decisions only to the superintendent. I would 
make decision-making processes and decisions 
as public as possible. I would work hard to 
increase public confidence in the district — 
town halls and other public meetings are 
necessary to build that trust.”

Ray Pearson
Carlsbad (Area 3)

On improving district finances
“Increase solar to reduce the cost of electricity. 
Advocate with the federal government to 
provide additional financial resources for 
special education. Continue to grow rainy day 
reserves.”

William Faust
Vista Unified (Area 4)

On improving district finances
“My number one priority is to look at every 
avenue in the district budget to make sure that 
we are using funds to help all students. I believe 
we should contact every local and national 
politician to make the case that education 
needs more funding for student achievement. 
If there are assets at the local level we should 
explore every one of them.”

Eric Rodarte
Escondido (Area 4)

On highest relative priorities
“Adolescence is a time of growth and transition 
and students need to have the proper resources 
to address issues they may face with regards to 
bullying, sexual identity or simply self-esteem, 
in a time where social media consumes much 
of their lives. Having dealt with anxiety and 
depression, I would increase the funding to 
mental health resources.”

Joseph Lai
San Marcos (Area A)

On improving district finances
“My first priority is to do a thorough review 
of the current budget and tighten expenses. 
Other areas we need to look at are alternative 
learning models that may not require as much 
expense as brick and mortar. I also believe 
additional partnership in the private sector 
could help expand our curriculum and overall 
capabilities, while also saving.”

Mark Olson
Escondido (Area 3)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“We currently have a surplus of campuses due 
to years of declining enrollment. Yet we are 
building a new facility on the Del Dios campus, 
costing millions of dollars. This is money that 
could have been used to invest in our current 
facilities, streamline our offerings and invest 
in technology for all campuses to serve the 
students.”

Billy Swinnea
Cardiff Elementary

On improving district finances
“Public-private partnerships would be the best 
idea to improve district finances.”

Erica Halpern
Del Mar Union

On improving district finances
“Our board has treated taxpayer money as our 
own and built up a budget reserve to protect 
our exceptional education and low class sizes 
in emergency times like these. My priority is 
to continue the rigorous budget discipline that 
ensures we keep our expenditures where they 
should be — in the classroom.”

Julie Kelly
Vista Unified (Area 5)

On highest relative priorities
“I will focus district attention and resources to 
close achievement gaps, provide support and 
raise the bar for all students. A recent equity 
study shows that VUSD has consistently lower 
outcomes for all students compared to similar 
districts. Public education is a right; we must 
ensure a quality education for every student.”

Marlon Taylor
Encinitas Union

On disagreeing with past decisions
“I disagree with the decision to reopen on Sept. 
21. With fall break, Thanksgiving and the 
holiday break occurring within 70 days of the 
reopening, the risk of COVID exposure increases. 
The potential stops and starts will be disruptive 
for the children and challenging for working 
families. I would’ve advocated for reopening 
after the holidays.”

Rhonda Guaderrama
Carlsbad (Area 3)

On improving district finances
“It is a very tumultuous year for district 
finances due to the pandemic, ensuing school 
closures, state budget cuts and the uncertainty 
of what the next year will bring. My top 
priority is to look beyond this school year and 
work on projections for the 2021/2022 school 
year, to ensure that the district is able to 
weather the crisis over the long haul.”

Brian Epperson
San Marcos (Area B)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“Mine would specifically be a lack of a decision 
rather than a decision made. This would be 
during several 2020 board meetings when a 
collective lack of action put SMUSD further 
behind in terms of having concise plans for 
distance, hybrid and in-person learning models 
that could have been shared earlier with all 
stakeholders and approved earlier.”

Julie Union
Solana Beach
Elementary

On lowest relative priorities
“Athletics & Extracurriculars is my lowest 
priority issue because it is flexible and 
can be done after school. I support playing 
sports, learning a musical instrument and 
volunteering in the community as a great way 
for students to learn important life skills such 
as teamwork, problem-solving and making a 
positive impact in society.”

Rosemarie Rohatgi
Rancho Santa Fe

On highest relative priorities
“Growth for all students: I will work to provide 
individualized growth for each student at all 
levels. We need to provide support to those who 
[have] gaps to fill, while delivering enrichment 
to those who are exceeding grade expectations. 
This way, we are able to challenge all students 
while we continue to deliver a premium 
education and enrichment.”

Carlos Ulloa
San Marcos (Area A)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“I believe the board failed to hire a 
superintendent that was a match for SMUSD. 
The superintendent failed to unite the 
community and did not inspire trust with 
teachers and families in the community. This 
decision was costly and also did not build faith 
in the current board.”

Gee Wah Mok
Del Mar Union

On lowest relative priorities
“Job / Personal Finance / Other ‘Life Skills’ 
play less of a role in my K-6 elementary 
district, although we do provide excellent 
training in critical problem-solving and design-
thinking skills which are necessary for career 
success.”

Katrina Young
San Dieguito
Union (Area 2)

On highest relative priorities
“Our teens are struggling with anxiety 
and depression. Knowing that issue has 
undoubtedly been compounded by COVID-19 
restrictions, it’s imperative that we address 
mental health at its root cause and take 
swift action to solve it together. After all, our 
children cannot meet their full potential unless 
they are fully emotionally supported.”

Rosemary Smithfield
Vista Unified (Area 1)

On highest relative priorities
“Mental health and achievement gaps should 
be automatic. An affective social/emotional 
network for students and staff is a must. I will 
continue to assure funding for social workers, 
counselors and psychologists along with 
professional development for all staff. Many 
times the schools are the first line of defense for 
a child.”

Michael Allman
San Dieguito

Union High (Area 4)

On highest relative priorities
“I have been in discussions with almost 1,000 
parents over the last few weeks. The phrase that 
repeats is that ‘my child is crushed by their 
daily isolation.’ Distance learning is failing our 
children and the administration and board are 
avoiding the tough decisions. We need a plan 
with options and choices to get our children 
safely back in school.”

Mads Noesgaard
Vista Unified (Area 5)

On improving district finances
“Spending on special education has almost 
quadrupled in just 10 years to one-sixth of 
the budget. That cannot continue. While I 
greatly admire parents of special education 
children, their passion and vocal advocacy 
should not deter a school district from looking 
dispassionately at how resources are used. The 
district also needs to stand up to lawsuits.”

 

On disagreeing with past decisions
“I think the district should have applied for a 
waiver to give parents and students an option 
for in-person education for 5 days a week 
beginning with this school year that began in 
August. I think that option, for those that want 
it, should be available now.”

Matt Wheeler
Encinitas Union

John Murphy
Vista Unified (Area 5)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“VUSD allowing confidential medical release 
for students to get medical treatment without 
the consent of parents. The board mandating 
Project Labor Agreements for on-campus 
construction. Mandating pass/fail grading for 
last year in spite of very vocal opposition from 
parents and students.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
The Coast News asked candidates 
several questions in an electronic 
questionnaire. For this map, we 
selected what we thought was 
each candidate’s strongest short-
answer response. To see all 
responses to all questions, visit 
our web site.


