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Citracado Parkway 
extension project draws on
By Steve Puterski

ESCONDIDO — An 
amendment to the reso-
lution of necessity for the 
Citracado Parkway exten-
sion project was approved 
Wednesday by the City 
Council.

Debra Lundy, real 
property manager for the 
city, said it was needed 
due to a clerical error, the 
omissions of deeds to be 
attached to the land. The 
adjustment is the only fee 
parcel being acquired by 
the city, which is a necessi-
ty, she added.

The eminent domain 
project, which has been 
in the works for several 
years, will complete the 
missing section of the 
roadway between Harmo-
ny Grove, Village Parkway 
and Andreason Drive.

The city conducted 
a review of the project, 
which was outlined in the 

environmental impact re-
port from April 2012. Al-
ternatives were discussed 
with residents in four com-
munity meetings and a trio 
of public gatherings.

“The project as cur-
rently designed was lo-
cated and planned in a 
manner that will be most 
compatible with the great-
est public good and least 
private injury,” Lundy 
said.

She also reported the 
city and property owners 
have had more than 35 
meetings in the past four 
years to develop the plan.

However, the prop-
erty owners did not sub-
mit a counteroffer to the 
city’s statutory offer on 
April 14, 2015. According 
to Lundy, the owners did 
not feel the offer matched 
what the land is worth, al-

Republicans endorse
Abed over Gaspar
By Aaron Burgin

REGION — The Coun-
ty Republican Party has
thrown its support behind
Escondido Mayor Sam
Abed in the race for Coun-
ty Dist. 3 Supervisor.

The Republican Party
of San Diego announced
last week that it voted to
endorse Abed over fellow
Republican and Encini-
tas Mayor Kristin Gaspar,
who is also running for the
supervisor seat currently
held by Dave Roberts, who
is seeking re-election.

Abed, who has been
a polarizing figure during
his two terms as mayor in
Escondido, secured the
coveted party endorse-
ment by receiving more
than two thirds of the
committee’s votes, the
threshold required for a
candidate to receive the
endorsement over a fellow
party member.

“Endorsing one Re-
publican over another re-
quires a 2/3 vote threshold
— and rarely happens,”
GOP Chairman Tony

Krvaric said. “Clearly
Sam Abed’s long-time and
steadfast commitment to
Republican principles and 
values earned him the sup-
port of committee mem-
bers and we are proud to
endorse him.”

Gaspar’s campaign
reached this week ex-
pressed disappointment in
not receiving the party’s
nomination, but touted
several key endorsements
she has received through-
out the campaign.

“While I’m disap-
pointed not to get the par-
ty endorsement, I’m very
proud to have the support
of Mayor Faulconer and
the four Republican City
Councilmembers, Sena-
tors Bates and Anderson,
and Assemblyman Rocky
Chavez,” Gaspar said.
“I’ve been a very effec-
tive Republican mayor in
a Democratic city by focus-
ing on balanced budgets,
economic development,
and quality of life and will
continue to do so on the
Board of Supervisors.”

Emi Gannod, 11, observes a Banded Purple Wing butterfly at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s Butterfly Jungle exhibit. The 
exhibit is open now through April 10. Full story on page A2. Photo by Tony Cagala

Community rallies behind 
Vista teacher placed on leave
By Hoa Quach

VISTA — Current and 
former students and par-
ents are demanding a Vista 
social studies teacher be al-
lowed to keep his job. 

Vincent Romero, who 
has worked for the Vista 
Unified School District 
since 1990, was placed on 
paid administrative leave
from his job at Rancho Bue-
na Vista High School on 
March 7. 

Now, an online petition 
with more than 1,900 signa-
tures is asking the admin-
istration to bring Romero 
back to the classroom.

On his last day, Rome-
ro told students he was 
leaving because “the orga-
nization decided to make a 
change.”

“(They) no longer have 
confidence in me that I 
know what I’m doing,” said 
Romero, whose remarks 
were recorded and posted 
on Facebook. “They don’t 
like what I do. They don’t 
like the way I do it. So, this 
is what happens. I’m really 

sorry I can’t be with you for 
the rest of the year. It’s not 
my choice, but it’s the way 
it goes.” 

In the roughly 4-min-
ute speech to students, an 
emotional Romero vowed 
to fight the administration. 

“I’m not disappear-
ing,” said Romero, 55. “I’m 
not going away. This is 
something I can fight, and 
that’s what we’re going to 

do — we’re going to fight 
until there’s nothing left to 
fight with. I plan to be back 
for your senior year.” 

Romero also urged his 
students to be kind to their 
new social studies teacher 
but to give “hell” to Princi-
pal Charles Schindler. 

Following the an-
nouncement of his depar-
ture, a petition was created 
on PetitionSite.com, urging

the administration to keep 
Romero at Rancho Buena 
Vista High School. 

A protest was also held 
at the school.

“This makes me so an-
gry,” wrote Jeffrey Bright 
of Fallbrook, who said he 
graduated from the school 
more than 20 years ago. “I 
already fear that our ed-
ucation system is falling 
apart. I worry my kids are 
not going to get a valuable 
education at public schools 
anymore.”

David Whiddon of San 
Marcos called the move 
“shameful.”

“This is a teacher that 
genuinely cares,” Whiddon 
wrote. “Both of my sons had 
Mr. Romero and greatly en-
joyed his class.”

A former student, Jas-
mine Velare of Vista, said 
Romero was “an amazing 
teacher.”

“I was lucky enough to 
get him myself,” she wrote. 
“He truly cares for what he 

TURN TO EXTENSION ON A3

It’s a jungle In there

A social studies teacher at Rancho Buena Vista High School was
placed on administrative leave in early March. The move prompted stu-
dents and parents to launch an online petition in support of Vincent
Romero. Photo by Hoa Quach
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Sophia Ceja, 3, of Oceanside, shows off a handful of eggs she found. Four city egg hunts are

planned for April 19. See the full story on page A9. Photo by Promise Yee

Two commercial structures at Carlsbad’s La Costa Towne Center will 

be demolished to make way for a revamp that includes the addition 

of retail and apartment buildings. The larger new building, shown 

above, would include 48 apartments, a courtyard for residents, and 

retail. Courtesy renderings

Carlsbad retail center to be revamped with apartmentsBy Rachel Stine
CARLSBAD — With it’s primary storefront empty 

for five years, the 33-year-old La Costa Towne Center at 

the corner of El Camino Real and La Costa Avenue is at 

last getting a revamp.The owner of the property gained approval to de-

molish two commercial structures in the shopping cen-

ter and replace them with buildings that are half retail 

and half apartments from Carlsbad’s Planning Commis-

sion on April 16.Planning Commissioners praised the owners for 

coming forward with plans to redevelop the dated shop-

ping center that they said currently lacks signage, de-

sign, and a main tenant.“(La Costa Towne Center is) just this big long white

wall. You have no idea what’s inside, it’s not inviting,”

said Planning Commissioner Hap L’Heureux. “This cen-

ter has been long overdue.”Commissioner Aurthur Neil Black called the little

mall an eyesore.
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Council closer to finalizing Pacific View deal

By Jared WhitlockENCINITAS — The council took
another step toward acquiring the Pa-
cific View site on Wednesday night.

Council members voted 3-2 in
favor of a $50,000 deposit and other
conditions spelled out in a memoran-
dum of understanding for the proper-
ty. That document paves the way for a
final purchase agreement, which the
council majority hopes to approve by
the end of May.But the agenda item sparked a
long debate over whether the council
should have even agreed to pay $10
million to acquire the site from the
Encinitas Union School District.Resident Jeff Eddington said he’s
excited at the prospect of the city
owning the site, but worried the coun-
cil is getting “bamboozled.”“The city offered $4.3 million for
the property in the not-too-distant
past, and is now offering more than

2.3 times that price.” Eddington said.
Councilman Tony Kranz, an ad-

vocate of the purchase, said the $4.3
million figure was based on the prop-
erty’s current public zoning. And it
was only intended as a first offer.

Additionally, Kranz said he vot-
ed in favor of upping the price know-
ing that EUSD had a strong rezoning
case, which would have made the land
much more valuable.The city could have tried to fight
the district’s rezone request, but that
would likely have resulted in an ex-
pensive court battle, Kranz added.

Last month, EUSD was due to
auction Pacific View with a minimum
bid set at $9.5 million. With the clock
ticking, the city submitted an offer
just before the deadline. EUSD has
delayed the auction by two months as
a safeguard, in case the deal with the

Pacific View Elementary, which closed a de-
cade ago. The council approved a memoran-
dum of understanding at Wednesday night’s
meeting, bringing the city closer to acquiring
the site. Photo by Jared Whitlock

TURN TO DEAL ON A15

Center to be partof housing projectBy Promise Yee
OCEANSIDE — Theannouncement that an Ur-banLIFT grant will fundbuilding the Kay ParkerFamily Resource Center atthe planned Mission Coveaffordable housing projectbought applause for tworeasons.

Community memberswere glad to have a familyresource center as part ofthe city’s low-income hous-ing project, and equallypleased the name of thecenter will honor the lateKay Parker, a beloved, fairhousing advocate.

Kay’s husband DickParker helped accept thegrant at the City Councilmeeting April 16. He saidthe honor of naming the re-source center after his latewife was well deserved.The Mission Coveaffordable housing andmixed-use project on Mis-sion Avenue is being devel-oped through a partnershipbetween the city and Na-tional Community Renais-sance nonprofit developer.The project will breakground this summer. Grad-
TURN TO CENTER ON A17

TURN TO TOWNE CENTER ON A15
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KEY FACTS:
• Reach over 150,000 print + online readers per week with a 
total income of nearly $2 billion per year, ready and able to buy 
your products and service

• North county encompasses 40 golf courses, 30 miles of 
beaches, Southern California’s only five-star and five-diamond 
restaurants, and one of the most famous racetracks in the 
world

• Real estate in many of the cities within the Coast News 
distribution area have a residential price average of over  
$1 million  

• 71% of Coast News readers frequently purchase products & 
services from ads seen in The Coast News

OUR HISTORY
Reach over 150,000 affluent readers through The Coast News 

Group. The Coast News delivers: Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, 
Carlsbad, La Costa, Encinitas, Olivenhain, Cardiff, Solana Beach, Del 
Mar and Carmel Valley. The Coast News Inland Edition serves: Vis-
ta, San Marcos and Escondido. The Rancho Santa Fe News serves: 
Rancho Santa Fe, Santaluz, Fairbanks Ranch and Rancho Pacifica. 
This is the only newspaper group that guarantees 100% coverage 
of these three extremely affluent communities. 

The Coast News Group is locally owned. It was started over 33 
years ago by a single father with a 3 year old son who is now the 
associate publisher and sales manager. Our roots run deep. We re-
ally care about the communities we serve. We care about our read-
ers and our advertisers. We are dedicated to making your ads work. 
We have many advertisers that have been with us over 20 years - 
true testimonials to the results we can bring to your business. Our 
graphics and editorial people are the best in the business, and we 
have received many editorial excellence awards. It is no brag to say 
our papers are among the finest in the USA at this very moment.

315 S. Coast Hwy. 101, Suite W
Encinitas, CA 92024

(760) 436-9737

advertising@coastnewsgroup.com

PO Box 232550 Encinitas, CA 92023-2550

Serving 
North County 
over 33 years

MISSION STATEMENT:
The Coast News has been delivering 

high-quality news, community voice and story-
telling since its inception in 1987. Since then, the 
news organization has grown into a successful 
newsgroup covering a majority of San Diego’s 
populous North County region.

The Coast News Group continues to evolve 
in the way it disseminates the original reporting 
that is important to the communities it serves, 
from print to multimedia platforms, while up-
holding its journalistic integrity that has gained 
our reputation as being the papers people love.

The journalism that is found in The Coast 
News Group’s papers can be relied on as being 
based in fact, informed, fair and comprehensive, 
and speaks to our duty to serve the thousands of 
readers that seek out our publications.

The Coast News Group will always strive to 
play an important part in informing and contrib-
uting to the lives of its readers.

Papers people love.
“Readers are constantly telling me and my employees they ‘love our 
papers.’ Isn’t that cool.”  — Jim Kydd, Publisher

Readers with more 
money to spend.
Reach the North County Coastal affluent communi-
ty in the 75k + range. Our readers’ income are 40% 
more than market demographics on average. 
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Citracado Parkway extension project draws on
By Steve PuterskiESCONDIDO — An 

amendment to the reso-
lution of necessity for the 

Citracado Parkway exten-
sion project was approved 

Wednesday by the City 

Council.
Debra Lundy, real 

property manager for the 

city, said it was needed 

due to a clerical error, the 

omissions of deeds to be 

attached to the land. The 

adjustment is the only fee 

parcel being acquired by 

the city, which is a necessi-
ty, she added.The eminent domain 

project, which has been 

in the works for several 

years, will complete the 

missing section of the 

roadway between Harmo-
ny Grove, Village Parkway 

and Andreason Drive.The city conducted 

a review of the project, 

which was outlined in the 

environmental impact re-
port from April 2012. Al-
ternatives were discussed 

with residents in four com-
munity meetings and a trio 

of public gatherings.“The project as cur-
rently designed was lo-
cated and planned in a 

manner that will be most 

compatible with the great-
est public good and least 

private injury,” Lundy 

said.
She also reported the 

city and property owners 

have had more than 35 

meetings in the past four 

years to develop the plan.
However, the prop-

erty owners did not sub-
mit a counteroffer to the 

city’s statutory offer on 

April 14, 2015. According 

to Lundy, the owners did 

not feel the offer matched 

what the land is worth, al-Republicans endorse 
Abed over Gaspar

By Aaron BurginREGION — The Coun-
ty Republican Party has 

thrown its support behind 

Escondido Mayor Sam 

Abed in the race for Coun-
ty Dist. 3 Supervisor. The Republican Party 

of San Diego announced 

last week that it voted to 

endorse Abed over fellow 

Republican and Encini-
tas Mayor Kristin Gaspar, 

who is also running for the 

supervisor seat currently 

held by Dave Roberts, who 

is seeking re-election.Abed, who has been 

a polarizing figure during 

his two terms as mayor in 

Escondido, secured the 

coveted party endorse-
ment by receiving more 

than two thirds of the 

committee’s votes, the 

threshold required for a 

candidate to receive the 

endorsement over a fellow 

party member.“Endorsing one Re-
publican over another re-
quires a 2/3 vote threshold 

— and rarely happens,” 

GOP Chairman Tony 

Krvaric said. “Clearly 

Sam Abed’s long-time and 

steadfast commitment to 

Republican principles and 

values earned him the sup-
port of committee mem-
bers and we are proud to 

endorse him.”Gaspar’s campaign 

reached this week ex-
pressed disappointment in 

not receiving the party’s 

nomination, but touted 

several key endorsements 

she has received through-
out the campaign.“While I’m disap-

pointed not to get the par-
ty endorsement, I’m very 

proud to have the support 

of Mayor Faulconer and 

the four Republican City 

Councilmembers, Sena-
tors Bates and Anderson, 

and Assemblyman Rocky 

Chavez,” Gaspar said.   

“I’ve been a very effec-
tive Republican mayor in 

a Democratic city by focus-
ing on balanced budgets, 

economic development, 

and quality of life and will 

continue to do so on the 

Board of Supervisors.”

Emi Gannod, 11, observes a Banded Purple Wing butterfly at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s Butterfly Jungle exhibit. The 

exhibit is open now through April 10. Full story on page A2. Photo by Tony CagalaCommunity rallies behind 
Vista teacher placed on leave

By Hoa QuachVISTA — Current and 

former students and par-

ents are demanding a Vista 

social studies teacher be al-

lowed to keep his job. 
Vincent Romero, who 

has worked for the Vista 

Unified School District 

since 1990, was placed on 

paid administrative leave 

from his job at Rancho Bue-

na Vista High School on 

March 7. 
Now, an online petition 

with more than 1,900 signa-

tures is asking the admin-

istration to bring Romero 

back to the classroom.
On his last day, Rome-

ro told students he was 

leaving because “the orga-

nization decided to make a 

change.” 
“(They) no longer have 

confidence in me that I 

know what I’m doing,” said 

Romero, whose remarks 

were recorded and posted 

on Facebook. “They don’t 

like what I do. They don’t 

like the way I do it. So, this 

is what happens. I’m really 

sorry I can’t be with you for 

the rest of the year. It’s not 

my choice, but it’s the way 

it goes.” 
In the roughly 4-min-

ute speech to students, an 

emotional Romero vowed 

to fight the administration. 
“I’m not disappear-

ing,” said Romero, 55. “I’m 

not going away. This is 

something I can fight, and 

that’s what we’re going to 

do — we’re going to fight 

until there’s nothing left to 

fight with. I plan to be back 

for your senior year.” Romero also urged his 

students to be kind to their 

new social studies teacher 

but to give “hell” to Princi-

pal Charles Schindler. 
Following the an-

nouncement of his depar-

ture, a petition was created 

on PetitionSite.com, urging 

the administration to keep 

Romero at Rancho Buena 

Vista High School. A protest was also held 

at the school.“This makes me so an-

gry,” wrote Jeffrey Bright 

of Fallbrook, who said he 

graduated from the school 

more than 20 years ago. “I 

already fear that our ed-

ucation system is falling 

apart. I worry my kids are 

not going to get a valuable 

education at public schools 

anymore.”David Whiddon of San 

Marcos called the move 

“shameful.”“This is a teacher that 

genuinely cares,” Whiddon 

wrote. “Both of my sons had 

Mr. Romero and greatly en-

joyed his class.”A former student, Jas-

mine Velare of Vista, said 

Romero was “an amazing 

teacher.”
“I was lucky enough to 

get him myself,” she wrote. 

“He truly cares for what he 

TURN TO EXTENSION ON A3

It’s a jungle In there

A social studies teacher at Rancho Buena Vista High School was 

placed on administrative leave in early March. The move prompted stu-

dents and parents to launch an online petition in support of Vincent 

Romero. Photo by Hoa Quach

TURN TO TEACHER ON A15
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1.   Average net circulation
 Coast News - 19,514   
 Rancho Santa Fe News - 9,868   
 Inland Edition - 12,000 or 15,000
2.   The Coast News is distributed regularly in your area. Do 

you or someone in your household normally read or look 
through The Coast News?  
YES (503 survey respondents)

3.   Do you frequently purchase products or services from ads 
seen in the (The Coast News)? 
74% Yes;  26% No

4.  How long do you keep it before discarding? 
36% 1-2 Days; 29% 3-4 Days; 16% 5-6 Days; 19% 1+ 
Weeks

5.   Which of the following publications do you consider your 
primary source for community news and advertising?* 
The Coast News ............................. 76.3% 
The San Diego Union Tribune ..... 18.5% 
San Diego Reader ......................... 00.0%

 Other ............................................... 05.2%

6. Age: Please select the category that best describes your  
                 age.

9.  What is the highest level of education you have obtained?

AGE, INCOME, GENDER, EDUCATION

AUDIT & READERSHIP REPORT —  2019
As a publication audited by the Circulation Verification Council 
(CVC), we have a clear understanding of our impact, including 
the number of households we reach, how much we’re read, 
and our influence on purchasing decisions. When it comes to 
serving readers and advertisers, CVC is the gold standard 3rd 
party audit source for community newspapers.

The Coast News Group
CIRCULATION & READERSHIP

AGE MARKET
DEMOS

MARKET
DEMOSAGE

7. Income: What category best describes your combined             
                        annual household income for last year?

8. Gender: (Voice recognition - Gender Bias Rotation)

READER
DEMOS

MARKET
DEMOS

*Data from 2017-2019 CVC audits

INCOME
READER
DEMOS

MARKET
DEMOS

MARKET
DEMOS

READER
DEMOSINCOME

MARKET
DEMOS

10.  Which of the following products or services do you plan to 
      purchase during the next twelve months?
21% New Automobile, 19% Used Automobile, 14% Antiques/Auctions, 43% 
Furniture/Home Furnishings, 19% Major Home Appliance, 18% Computers/
Tablets/Laptops, 32% Home Improvements/ Home Improvement Supplies, 34% 
Television/Electronics, 16% Carpet/Flooring, 58% Automobile Accessories (Tires, 
Brakes & Service), 42% Lawn & Garden Supplies, 33% Florist/Gift Shops, 18% 
Home Heating & Air Conditioning (Service, New Equipment), 63% Vacations/Travel, 
10% Real Estate, 65% Men’s Apparel, 72% Women’s Apparel, 40% Children’s 
Apparel, 03% Boats/Personal Watercraft, 15% Art & Crafts Supplies, 16% Childcare, 
32% Education/Classes, 10% Attorney, 29% Veterinarian, 19% Chiropractor, 28% 
Financial Planner (Retirement, Investing), 66% Tax Advisor/Services, 42% Health 
Club/Exercise Class, 48% Cleaning Services (Carpet Cleaning, Air Duct Cleaning, 
Home Cleaning), 14% Weight Loss, 36% Lawn Care Service (Maintenance & 
Landscaping), 30% Legal Gambling Entertainment (Lottery, Casinos, Racetracks, 
Bingo), 65% Pharmacist/Prescription Service, 28% Cell Phone Or Smart Phone 
(New Service Or Update Service), 88% Dining & Entertainment, 28% Jewelry, 09% 
Wedding Supplies, 35% Athletic & Sports Equipment, 04% Motorcycles / ATV’s

GENDER

READER
DEMOS

READER
DEMOS

READER
DEMOS

MARKET
DEMOS

EDUCATION LEVEL

$75-$99,999 ...........17% ...........13%
$100-$124,999 ......12% ...........10%
$125-$149,999 ......10% ..........  07%
$150-$199,999 ......14% ..........  09%
over $200,000 .......16% ...........11%

Under $15,000 ..... 00%...........08%
$15-$24,999 ..........  01% ...........06% 
$25-$34,999 .......... 03%...........08%
$35-$49,999 .......... 08%...........12%
$50-$74,999 ...........19% ...........16%

 Some High School or Less..........................................................00%..............14%     
Graduated High School................................................................15%.................6%
 Some College..................................................................................36%..............32%
Graduated College.........................................................................31%............. 23%
 Completed Master Graduate......................................................13%............. 10%
Completed Professional Degree................................................04%..............10%
Completed Doctorate Graduate.................................................01%............ 02% 

Male readers ..................................................................................... 44%...............50%
Female readers ................................................................................. 56%..............50%

45-54.............23%...............19% 
55-64.............22%...............15% 
65-74.............14%...............08% 
75+.................03%..............05%

18-20.............00%...............06% 
21-24.............03%...............08% 
25-34.............15%...............19% 
35-44.............20%...............17%
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Citracado Parkway extension project draws on
By Steve PuterskiESCONDIDO — An 

amendment to the reso-
lution of necessity for the 

Citracado Parkway exten-
sion project was approved 

Wednesday by the City 

Council.
Debra Lundy, real 

property manager for the 

city, said it was needed 

due to a clerical error, the 

omissions of deeds to be 

attached to the land. The 

adjustment is the only fee 

parcel being acquired by 

the city, which is a necessi-
ty, she added.The eminent domain 

project, which has been 

in the works for several 

years, will complete the 

missing section of the 

roadway between Harmo-
ny Grove, Village Parkway 

and Andreason Drive.The city conducted 

a review of the project, 

which was outlined in the 

environmental impact re-
port from April 2012. Al-
ternatives were discussed 

with residents in four com-
munity meetings and a trio 

of public gatherings.“The project as cur-
rently designed was lo-
cated and planned in a 

manner that will be most 

compatible with the great-
est public good and least 

private injury,” Lundy 

said.
She also reported the 

city and property owners 

have had more than 35 

meetings in the past four 

years to develop the plan.
However, the prop-

erty owners did not sub-
mit a counteroffer to the 

city’s statutory offer on 

April 14, 2015. According 

to Lundy, the owners did 

not feel the offer matched 

what the land is worth, al-Republicans endorse 
Abed over Gaspar

By Aaron BurginREGION — The Coun-
ty Republican Party has 

thrown its support behind 

Escondido Mayor Sam 

Abed in the race for Coun-
ty Dist. 3 Supervisor. The Republican Party 

of San Diego announced 

last week that it voted to 

endorse Abed over fellow 

Republican and Encini-
tas Mayor Kristin Gaspar, 

who is also running for the 

supervisor seat currently 

held by Dave Roberts, who 

is seeking re-election.Abed, who has been 

a polarizing figure during 

his two terms as mayor in 

Escondido, secured the 

coveted party endorse-
ment by receiving more 

than two thirds of the 

committee’s votes, the 

threshold required for a 

candidate to receive the 

endorsement over a fellow 

party member.“Endorsing one Re-
publican over another re-
quires a 2/3 vote threshold 

— and rarely happens,” 

GOP Chairman Tony 

Krvaric said. “Clearly 

Sam Abed’s long-time and 

steadfast commitment to 

Republican principles and 

values earned him the sup-
port of committee mem-
bers and we are proud to 

endorse him.”Gaspar’s campaign 

reached this week ex-
pressed disappointment in 

not receiving the party’s 

nomination, but touted 

several key endorsements 

she has received through-
out the campaign.“While I’m disap-

pointed not to get the par-
ty endorsement, I’m very 

proud to have the support 

of Mayor Faulconer and 

the four Republican City 

Councilmembers, Sena-
tors Bates and Anderson, 

and Assemblyman Rocky 

Chavez,” Gaspar said.   

“I’ve been a very effec-
tive Republican mayor in 

a Democratic city by focus-
ing on balanced budgets, 

economic development, 

and quality of life and will 

continue to do so on the 

Board of Supervisors.”

Emi Gannod, 11, observes a Banded Purple Wing butterfly at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s Butterfly Jungle exhibit. The 

exhibit is open now through April 10. Full story on page A2. Photo by Tony CagalaCommunity rallies behind 
Vista teacher placed on leave

By Hoa QuachVISTA — Current and 

former students and par-

ents are demanding a Vista 

social studies teacher be al-

lowed to keep his job. 
Vincent Romero, who 

has worked for the Vista 

Unified School District 

since 1990, was placed on 

paid administrative leave 

from his job at Rancho Bue-

na Vista High School on 

March 7. 
Now, an online petition 

with more than 1,900 signa-

tures is asking the admin-

istration to bring Romero 

back to the classroom.
On his last day, Rome-

ro told students he was 

leaving because “the orga-

nization decided to make a 

change.” 
“(They) no longer have 

confidence in me that I 

know what I’m doing,” said 

Romero, whose remarks 

were recorded and posted 

on Facebook. “They don’t 

like what I do. They don’t 

like the way I do it. So, this 

is what happens. I’m really 

sorry I can’t be with you for 

the rest of the year. It’s not 

my choice, but it’s the way 

it goes.” 
In the roughly 4-min-

ute speech to students, an 

emotional Romero vowed 

to fight the administration. 
“I’m not disappear-

ing,” said Romero, 55. “I’m 

not going away. This is 

something I can fight, and 

that’s what we’re going to 

do — we’re going to fight 

until there’s nothing left to 

fight with. I plan to be back 

for your senior year.” Romero also urged his 

students to be kind to their 

new social studies teacher 

but to give “hell” to Princi-

pal Charles Schindler. 
Following the an-

nouncement of his depar-

ture, a petition was created 

on PetitionSite.com, urging 

the administration to keep 

Romero at Rancho Buena 

Vista High School. A protest was also held 

at the school.“This makes me so an-

gry,” wrote Jeffrey Bright 

of Fallbrook, who said he 

graduated from the school 

more than 20 years ago. “I 

already fear that our ed-

ucation system is falling 

apart. I worry my kids are 

not going to get a valuable 

education at public schools 

anymore.”David Whiddon of San 

Marcos called the move 

“shameful.”“This is a teacher that 

genuinely cares,” Whiddon 

wrote. “Both of my sons had 

Mr. Romero and greatly en-

joyed his class.”A former student, Jas-

mine Velare of Vista, said 

Romero was “an amazing 

teacher.”
“I was lucky enough to 

get him myself,” she wrote. 

“He truly cares for what he 

TURN TO EXTENSION ON A3

It’s a jungle In there

A social studies teacher at Rancho Buena Vista High School was 

placed on administrative leave in early March. The move prompted stu-

dents and parents to launch an online petition in support of Vincent 

Romero. Photo by Hoa Quach
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Citracado Parkway extension project draws on
By Steve PuterskiESCONDIDO — An 

amendment to the reso-
lution of necessity for the 

Citracado Parkway exten-
sion project was approved 

Wednesday by the City 

Council.
Debra Lundy, real 

property manager for the 

city, said it was needed 

due to a clerical error, the 

omissions of deeds to be 

attached to the land. The 

adjustment is the only fee 

parcel being acquired by 

the city, which is a necessi-
ty, she added.The eminent domain 

project, which has been 

in the works for several 

years, will complete the 

missing section of the 

roadway between Harmo-
ny Grove, Village Parkway 

and Andreason Drive.The city conducted 

a review of the project, 

which was outlined in the 

environmental impact re-
port from April 2012. Al-
ternatives were discussed 

with residents in four com-
munity meetings and a trio 

of public gatherings.“The project as cur-
rently designed was lo-
cated and planned in a 

manner that will be most 

compatible with the great-
est public good and least 

private injury,” Lundy 

said.
She also reported the 

city and property owners 

have had more than 35 

meetings in the past four 

years to develop the plan.
However, the prop-

erty owners did not sub-
mit a counteroffer to the 

city’s statutory offer on 

April 14, 2015. According 

to Lundy, the owners did 

not feel the offer matched 

what the land is worth, al-Republicans endorse 
Abed over Gaspar

By Aaron BurginREGION — The Coun-
ty Republican Party has 

thrown its support behind 

Escondido Mayor Sam 

Abed in the race for Coun-
ty Dist. 3 Supervisor. The Republican Party 

of San Diego announced 

last week that it voted to 

endorse Abed over fellow 

Republican and Encini-
tas Mayor Kristin Gaspar, 

who is also running for the 

supervisor seat currently 

held by Dave Roberts, who 

is seeking re-election.Abed, who has been 

a polarizing figure during 

his two terms as mayor in 

Escondido, secured the 

coveted party endorse-
ment by receiving more 

than two thirds of the 

committee’s votes, the 

threshold required for a 

candidate to receive the 

endorsement over a fellow 

party member.“Endorsing one Re-
publican over another re-
quires a 2/3 vote threshold 

— and rarely happens,” 

GOP Chairman Tony 

Krvaric said. “Clearly 

Sam Abed’s long-time and 

steadfast commitment to 

Republican principles and 

values earned him the sup-
port of committee mem-
bers and we are proud to 

endorse him.”Gaspar’s campaign 

reached this week ex-
pressed disappointment in 

not receiving the party’s 

nomination, but touted 

several key endorsements 

she has received through-
out the campaign.“While I’m disap-

pointed not to get the par-
ty endorsement, I’m very 

proud to have the support 

of Mayor Faulconer and 

the four Republican City 

Councilmembers, Sena-
tors Bates and Anderson, 

and Assemblyman Rocky 

Chavez,” Gaspar said.   

“I’ve been a very effec-
tive Republican mayor in 

a Democratic city by focus-
ing on balanced budgets, 

economic development, 

and quality of life and will 

continue to do so on the 

Board of Supervisors.”

Emi Gannod, 11, observes a Banded Purple Wing butterfly at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s Butterfly Jungle exhibit. The 

exhibit is open now through April 10. Full story on page A2. Photo by Tony CagalaCommunity rallies behind 
Vista teacher placed on leave

By Hoa QuachVISTA — Current and 

former students and par-

ents are demanding a Vista 

social studies teacher be al-

lowed to keep his job. 
Vincent Romero, who 

has worked for the Vista 

Unified School District 

since 1990, was placed on 

paid administrative leave 

from his job at Rancho Bue-

na Vista High School on 

March 7. 
Now, an online petition 

with more than 1,900 signa-

tures is asking the admin-

istration to bring Romero 

back to the classroom.
On his last day, Rome-

ro told students he was 

leaving because “the orga-

nization decided to make a 

change.” 
“(They) no longer have 

confidence in me that I 

know what I’m doing,” said 

Romero, whose remarks 

were recorded and posted 

on Facebook. “They don’t 

like what I do. They don’t 

like the way I do it. So, this 

is what happens. I’m really 

sorry I can’t be with you for 

the rest of the year. It’s not 

my choice, but it’s the way 

it goes.” 
In the roughly 4-min-

ute speech to students, an 

emotional Romero vowed 

to fight the administration. 
“I’m not disappear-

ing,” said Romero, 55. “I’m 

not going away. This is 

something I can fight, and 

that’s what we’re going to 

do — we’re going to fight 

until there’s nothing left to 

fight with. I plan to be back 

for your senior year.” Romero also urged his 

students to be kind to their 

new social studies teacher 

but to give “hell” to Princi-

pal Charles Schindler. 
Following the an-

nouncement of his depar-

ture, a petition was created 

on PetitionSite.com, urging 

the administration to keep 

Romero at Rancho Buena 

Vista High School. A protest was also held 

at the school.“This makes me so an-

gry,” wrote Jeffrey Bright 

of Fallbrook, who said he 

graduated from the school 

more than 20 years ago. “I 

already fear that our ed-

ucation system is falling 

apart. I worry my kids are 

not going to get a valuable 

education at public schools 

anymore.”David Whiddon of San 

Marcos called the move 

“shameful.”“This is a teacher that 

genuinely cares,” Whiddon 

wrote. “Both of my sons had 

Mr. Romero and greatly en-

joyed his class.”A former student, Jas-

mine Velare of Vista, said 

Romero was “an amazing 

teacher.”
“I was lucky enough to 

get him myself,” she wrote. 

“He truly cares for what he 

TURN TO EXTENSION ON A3

It’s a jungle In there

A social studies teacher at Rancho Buena Vista High School was 

placed on administrative leave in early March. The move prompted stu-

dents and parents to launch an online petition in support of Vincent 

Romero. Photo by Hoa Quach
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Citracado Parkway extension project draws on
By Steve PuterskiESCONDIDO — An 

amendment to the reso-
lution of necessity for the 

Citracado Parkway exten-
sion project was approved 

Wednesday by the City 

Council.
Debra Lundy, real 

property manager for the 

city, said it was needed 

due to a clerical error, the 

omissions of deeds to be 

attached to the land. The 

adjustment is the only fee 

parcel being acquired by 

the city, which is a necessi-
ty, she added.The eminent domain 

project, which has been 

in the works for several 

years, will complete the 

missing section of the 

roadway between Harmo-
ny Grove, Village Parkway 

and Andreason Drive.The city conducted 

a review of the project, 

which was outlined in the 

environmental impact re-
port from April 2012. Al-
ternatives were discussed 

with residents in four com-
munity meetings and a trio 

of public gatherings.“The project as cur-
rently designed was lo-
cated and planned in a 

manner that will be most 

compatible with the great-
est public good and least 

private injury,” Lundy 

said.
She also reported the 

city and property owners 

have had more than 35 

meetings in the past four 

years to develop the plan.
However, the prop-

erty owners did not sub-
mit a counteroffer to the 

city’s statutory offer on 

April 14, 2015. According 

to Lundy, the owners did 

not feel the offer matched 

what the land is worth, al-Republicans endorse 
Abed over Gaspar

By Aaron BurginREGION — The Coun-
ty Republican Party has 

thrown its support behind 

Escondido Mayor Sam 

Abed in the race for Coun-
ty Dist. 3 Supervisor. The Republican Party 

of San Diego announced 

last week that it voted to 

endorse Abed over fellow 

Republican and Encini-
tas Mayor Kristin Gaspar, 

who is also running for the 

supervisor seat currently 

held by Dave Roberts, who 

is seeking re-election.Abed, who has been 

a polarizing figure during 

his two terms as mayor in 

Escondido, secured the 

coveted party endorse-
ment by receiving more 

than two thirds of the 

committee’s votes, the 

threshold required for a 

candidate to receive the 

endorsement over a fellow 

party member.“Endorsing one Re-
publican over another re-
quires a 2/3 vote threshold 

— and rarely happens,” 

GOP Chairman Tony 

Krvaric said. “Clearly 

Sam Abed’s long-time and 

steadfast commitment to 

Republican principles and 

values earned him the sup-
port of committee mem-
bers and we are proud to 

endorse him.”Gaspar’s campaign 

reached this week ex-
pressed disappointment in 

not receiving the party’s 

nomination, but touted 

several key endorsements 

she has received through-
out the campaign.“While I’m disap-

pointed not to get the par-
ty endorsement, I’m very 

proud to have the support 

of Mayor Faulconer and 

the four Republican City 

Councilmembers, Sena-
tors Bates and Anderson, 

and Assemblyman Rocky 

Chavez,” Gaspar said.  

“I’ve been a very effec-
tive Republican mayor in 

a Democratic city by focus-
ing on balanced budgets, 

economic development, 

and quality of life and will 

continue to do so on the 

Board of Supervisors.”

Emi Gannod, 11, observes a Banded Purple Wing butterfly at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s Butterfly Jungle exhibit. The 

exhibit is open now through April 10. Full story on page A2. Photo by Tony CagalaCommunity rallies behind 
Vista teacher placed on leave

By Hoa QuachVISTA — Current and 

former students and par-

ents are demanding a Vista 

social studies teacher be al-

lowed to keep his job. 
Vincent Romero, who 

has worked for the Vista 

Unified School District 

since 1990, was placed on 

paid administrative leave 

from his job at Rancho Bue-

na Vista High School on 

March 7. 
Now, an online petition 

with more than 1,900 signa-

tures is asking the admin-

istration to bring Romero 

back to the classroom.
On his last day, Rome-

ro told students he was 

leaving because “the orga-

nization decided to make a 

change.” 
“(They) no longer have 

confidence in me that I 

know what I’m doing,” said 

Romero, whose remarks 

were recorded and posted 

on Facebook. “They don’t 

like what I do. They don’t 

like the way I do it. So, this 

is what happens. I’m really 

sorry I can’t be with you for 

the rest of the year. It’s not 

my choice, but it’s the way 

it goes.” 
In the roughly 4-min-

ute speech to students, an 

emotional Romero vowed 

to fight the administration. 
“I’m not disappear-

ing,” said Romero, 55. “I’m 

not going away. This is 

something I can fight, and 

that’s what we’re going to 

do — we’re going to fight 

until there’s nothing left to 

fight with. I plan to be back 

for your senior year.” Romero also urged his 

students to be kind to their 

new social studies teacher 

but to give “hell” to Princi-

pal Charles Schindler. 
Following the an-

nouncement of his depar-

ture, a petition was created 

on PetitionSite.com, urging 

the administration to keep 

Romero at Rancho Buena 

Vista High School. A protest was also held 

at the school.“This makes me so an-

gry,” wrote Jeffrey Bright 

of Fallbrook, who said he 

graduated from the school 

more than 20 years ago. “I 

already fear that our ed-

ucation system is falling 

apart. I worry my kids are 

not going to get a valuable 

education at public schools 

anymore.”David Whiddon of San 

Marcos called the move 

“shameful.”“This is a teacher that 

genuinely cares,” Whiddon 

wrote. “Both of my sons had 

Mr. Romero and greatly en-

joyed his class.”A former student, Jas-

mine Velare of Vista, said 

Romero was “an amazing 

teacher.”
“I was lucky enough to 

get him myself,” she wrote. 

“He truly cares for what he 

TURN TO EXTENSION ON A3

It’s a jungle In there

A social studies teacher at Rancho Buena Vista High School was 

placed on administrative leave in early March. The move prompted stu-

dents and parents to launch an online petition in support of Vincent 

Romero. Photo by Hoa Quach
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Citracado Parkway extension project draws on
By Steve PuterskiESCONDIDO — An 

amendment to the reso-
lution of necessity for the 

Citracado Parkway exten-
sion project was approved 

Wednesday by the City 

Council.
Debra Lundy, real 

property manager for the 

city, said it was needed 

due to a clerical error, the 

omissions of deeds to be 

attached to the land. The 

adjustment is the only fee 

parcel being acquired by 

the city, which is a necessi-
ty, she added.The eminent domain 

project, which has been 

in the works for several 

years, will complete the 

missing section of the 

roadway between Harmo-
ny Grove, Village Parkway 

and Andreason Drive.The city conducted 

a review of the project, 

which was outlined in the 

environmental impact re-
port from April 2012. Al-
ternatives were discussed 

with residents in four com-
munity meetings and a trio 

of public gatherings.“The project as cur-
rently designed was lo-
cated and planned in a 

manner that will be most 

compatible with the great-
est public good and least 

private injury,” Lundy 

said.
She also reported the 

city and property owners 

have had more than 35 

meetings in the past four 

years to develop the plan.
However, the prop-

erty owners did not sub-
mit a counteroffer to the 

city’s statutory offer on 

April 14, 2015. According 

to Lundy, the owners did 

not feel the offer matched 

what the land is worth, al-Republicans endorse 
Abed over Gaspar

By Aaron BurginREGION — The Coun-
ty Republican Party has 

thrown its support behind 

Escondido Mayor Sam 

Abed in the race for Coun-
ty Dist. 3 Supervisor. The Republican Party 

of San Diego announced 

last week that it voted to 

endorse Abed over fellow 

Republican and Encini-
tas Mayor Kristin Gaspar, 

who is also running for the 

supervisor seat currently 

held by Dave Roberts, who 

is seeking re-election.Abed, who has been 

a polarizing figure during 

his two terms as mayor in 

Escondido, secured the 

coveted party endorse-
ment by receiving more 

than two thirds of the 

committee’s votes, the 

threshold required for a 

candidate to receive the 

endorsement over a fellow 

party member.“Endorsing one Re-
publican over another re-
quires a 2/3 vote threshold 

— and rarely happens,” 

GOP Chairman Tony 

Krvaric said. “Clearly 

Sam Abed’s long-time and 

steadfast commitment to 

Republican principles and 

values earned him the sup-
port of committee mem-
bers and we are proud to 

endorse him.”Gaspar’s campaign 

reached this week ex-
pressed disappointment in 

not receiving the party’s 

nomination, but touted 

several key endorsements 

she has received through-
out the campaign.“While I’m disap-

pointed not to get the par-
ty endorsement, I’m very 

proud to have the support 

of Mayor Faulconer and 

the four Republican City 

Councilmembers, Sena-
tors Bates and Anderson, 

and Assemblyman Rocky 

Chavez,” Gaspar said.   

“I’ve been a very effec-
tive Republican mayor in 

a Democratic city by focus-
ing on balanced budgets, 

economic development, 

and quality of life and will 

continue to do so on the 

Board of Supervisors.”

Emi Gannod, 11, observes a Banded Purple Wing butterfly at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s Butterfly Jungle exhibit. The 

exhibit is open now through April 10. Full story on page A2. Photo by Tony CagalaCommunity rallies behind 
Vista teacher placed on leave

By Hoa QuachVISTA — Current and 

former students and par-

ents are demanding a Vista 

social studies teacher be al-

lowed to keep his job. 
Vincent Romero, who 

has worked for the Vista 

Unified School District 

since 1990, was placed on 

paid administrative leave 

from his job at Rancho Bue-

na Vista High School on 

March 7. 
Now, an online petition 

with more than 1,900 signa-

tures is asking the admin-

istration to bring Romero 

back to the classroom.
On his last day, Rome-

ro told students he was 

leaving because “the orga-

nization decided to make a 

change.” 
“(They) no longer have 

confidence in me that I 

know what I’m doing,” said 

Romero, whose remarks 

were recorded and posted 

on Facebook. “They don’t 

like what I do. They don’t 

like the way I do it. So, this 

is what happens. I’m really 

sorry I can’t be with you for 

the rest of the year. It’s not 

my choice, but it’s the way 

it goes.” 
In the roughly 4-min-

ute speech to students, an 

emotional Romero vowed 

to fight the administration. 
“I’m not disappear-

ing,” said Romero, 55. “I’m 

not going away. This is 

something I can fight, and 

that’s what we’re going to 

do — we’re going to fight 

until there’s nothing left to 

fight with. I plan to be back 

for your senior year.” Romero also urged his 

students to be kind to their 

new social studies teacher 

but to give “hell” to Princi-

pal Charles Schindler. 
Following the an-

nouncement of his depar-

ture, a petition was created 

on PetitionSite.com, urging 

the administration to keep 

Romero at Rancho Buena 

Vista High School. A protest was also held 

at the school.“This makes me so an-

gry,” wrote Jeffrey Bright 

of Fallbrook, who said he 

graduated from the school 

more than 20 years ago. “I 

already fear that our ed-

ucation system is falling 

apart. I worry my kids are 

not going to get a valuable 

education at public schools 

anymore.”David Whiddon of San 

Marcos called the move 

“shameful.”“This is a teacher that 

genuinely cares,” Whiddon 

wrote. “Both of my sons had 

Mr. Romero and greatly en-

joyed his class.”A former student, Jas-

mine Velare of Vista, said 

Romero was “an amazing 

teacher.”
“I was lucky enough to 

get him myself,” she wrote. 

“He truly cares for what he 

TURN TO EXTENSION ON A3

It’s a jungle In there

A social studies teacher at Rancho Buena Vista High School was 

placed on administrative leave in early March. The move prompted stu-

dents and parents to launch an online petition in support of Vincent 

Romero. Photo by Hoa Quach
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Head Carlito’s way for killer chicken in Oceanside

If you did not get the 
movie reference in 
the headline, here is 
the background on 

that. “Carlito’s Way” is a 
1993 movie directed by 
Brian De Palma starring 
Al Pacino, Sean Penn, Pe-
nelope Ann Miller, Luis 
Guzman, John Leguizamo 
and Viggo Mortensen.  Pa-
cino has the lead role as 
Carlito Brigante, a Puerto 
Rican criminal who vows 
to go straight and to retire 
in paradise. But alas, his 
criminal past proves diffi-
cult to escape, and he ends 
up being dragged into the 
same activities that got 
him thrown in the joint in 
the first place. It’s a some-
what clichéd script but and 
received mixed reviews but 
has become somewhat of a 
cult classic and Sean Penn 
gives a great performance 
as Carlito’s lawyer.  Like 
“Goodfellas” and “Casi-
no,” it’s one of those movies 
that suck me in every time.  

OK, now that we have 

that out of the way, let’s get 
on with the topic at hand, 
chicken from Carlito’s in 
Oceanside. First off, I’m 
only aware of Carlito’s be-
cause of its proximity to my 
day job in the light indus-
trial section of Oceanside 
off the 76 near the skydiv-
ing airport. Besides the 
smattering of eclectic busi-
nesses located in the area 
there are some food and 
beverage gems to be found. 
The classic dive bar One 
More That’s It is here, along 
with Oceanside Brewing 
and more. It’s full an area 
full of contradictions also 
with the Tesla repair shop 
right next door to the chop-
per shop, as in motorcycle 
chopper repair shop. The 
loudest bikes around next 
to the silent Tesla rockets. 
If you venture off into the 
side streets through the 
industrial park, you will 
come across old school mo-
tor homes that have been 
commandeered by the 
homeless, or semi-homeless 
as they may be and rigged 
up and decorated in crazy 
ways that are reminiscent 
of a Mad Max movie. All 
that said, I like the mix of 
humanity going on up here, 
it makes me grateful for 
what I have.  

Carlito’s uses a special 

blend of spices on their 
whole, half and quartered 
charbroiled chickens then 
grills them to a moist per-
fection and includes that 
chicken in a plethora of 
dishes. Being the Mexican 
style chicken soup aficiona-
do I am, I quickly latched on 
to their version that, while 
not quite up to the gold 
standard of La Especial 
Norte, is a very respectable 
soup and the fresh flour 
tortillas are a nice touch. 

Add some avocado to this 
soup and it would compare 
to some of the best I’ve had. 

Whole, half, quartered 
and mixed piece chicken 
meals are the way to go for 
me at Carlito’s. My go-to is 
the two-piece, dark meat 
thigh and leg with rice, 
beans and tortillas. On su-
per hungry days or when I 
feel like some leftovers I’ll 
go for the half or full chick-
en with the same sides. It 
should be noted that if you 

want to watch your carbs 
at lunch, they do offer 
steamed veggies as an op-
tional side, which is a nice 
touch. 

Chicken burritos are a 
dime a dozen around San 
Diego, but chicken burri-
tos filled with the magi-
cal grilled chicken from 
Carlito’s chicken are one-
of-a-kind. My suggestion 
when visiting Carlito’s for 
the first time is to make 
sure anything you order 

involves chicken then you 
can expand your horizons 
from there. Even their fried 
chicken is worthy. I’ve also 
dabbled in their Fajita 
Plate, Juevos Rancheros, 
Chicken Nachos, Chicken 
Torta and even spread my 
horizons a bit and did their 
Buffalo Wings and was not 
disappointed. 

They offer up the stan-
dard sides found at most 
Mexican joints but also 
surprise with a very decent 
potato salad and macaroni 
salad. Both of those work 
very well as sides with the 
chicken plates and I’ve tak-
en to creating chicken and 
potato salad tacos with the 
fresh tortillas. Mexican 
sodas are represented and 
there are dessert options 
though I’ve not gone there 
yet. 

Another somewhat ran-
dom bonus if you stop by 
Carlito’s during the day is 
the strong possibility you 
will see skydivers falling 
from the sky toward the 
airport just across the 76. 
The easiest way to access 
Carlito’s is to exit Mission 
Boulevard from I-5 and go 
east. 

Find them at 158 Roy-
mar Road in Oceanside and 
reach them at (760) 433-
3427.
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MARTHA HERRERA and Arturo Ocha serve up chicken right at Carlito’s in Oceanside. Photo 
by David Boylan

In anticipation of the 
6th annual Carlsbad 
Brewfest in Holiday 
Park on Sept. 7, all 

seven craft breweries with 
tasting rooms in Carlsbad 
collaborated to create a 
beer called Carlsbad Col-
lective IPA (India Pale 
Ale).

The beer festival, or-
ganized by the Carlsbad Hi 
Noon Rotary Club, raises 
money for regional chari-

ties. This year, the focus is 
on Bikes for the Barrio. The 
beer fest will feature more 
than 40 breweries serving 
more than 80 beers, ciders, 
and kombuchas. Music, en-
tertainment, games, and 
food venders will round out 
the event.

The collaborating 
breweries are Arcana 
Brewing Co., Burgeon Beer 
Company, Culver Beer Co., 
Karl Straus Brewing Carls-

bad, Para Marce’s Cervece-
ria, Pizza Port Carlsbad 
Village and Rouleur Brew-
ing Company.

Mike Stevenson, 
co-owner and head brewer 
at Culver, remarked that 
everyone was eager to be 
involved. “The Carlsbad 
Beer Festival is in our 
hometown and is run by 
one of the Rotary Clubs. 
It’s mostly North County 
locals showing up. We see a 
lot of regulars and we also 
get to introduce ourselves 
to people who may not have 
heard of us.”

The brewers gathered 
at Rouleur in mid-August to 
brew. This is an unusually 
large collaboration. While 
it might seem having sev-

en brewers could lead to a 
“too many cooks” problem, 
there was clear consensus 
to do an IPA. Recipe design 
was hashed out over email.

Collaboration is a key 
to the success of San Diego 
brewing in general. That 
spirit of mutual support 
and cooperation is a big 
reason the San Diego brew-
ing scene is what it is today.

Karl Strauss Brewing 
Co., which started the craft 
beer movement in San Di-
ego in 1989, believes in 
collaboration so much that 
they host an annual Col-
labapalooza beer festival, 
for which over 50 brewer-
ies pair up to brew one-off 
“collabs.”

Collaboration helps 

breweries in several ways. 
Not only do the brew-
ers get to hang out with 
their friends, they also 
learn from each other. 
And, Stevenson notes, 
the cross-marketing helps 
bring attention to all the 
breweries.

Brewers informally 
working together is even 
more common than formal 
collaborations: Brewers 
are usually very willing 
to share knowledge and 
even to help each other 
when immediate needs for 
equipment and ingredients 
come up. You also find this 
collective spirit in local 
homebrewing clubs, where 
everyone helps make ev-
eryone better. The good of 
each is the good of all.

People coming togeth-
er for the common good 
is one of Rotary’s guiding 
ideas, too. Rotary is an in-
ternational service organi-
zation devoted to promot-
ing prosperity and peace.

Carlsbad Collective 
IPA was brewed with malts 
from an environmental-
ly aware malting compa-
ny, Proximity Malts, and 
hopped with Citra, Mosaic, 
Nelson and Strata hops. The 
result will be a West Coast 
IPA that will be full-bod-
ied, complex, not overly 
bitter, and featuring fruity, 
floral, and piney flavors 
and aromas. It will be 6.7% 
ABV in honor of Carlsbad’s 
67th anniversary.

Carlsbad Collective 
IPA will be released at 
the Carlsbad Brewfest and 
will be on tap at a few bars 
around Carlsbad. They 

brewed a 10-barrel batch — 
that’s less than 2,500 pints, 
so it won’t last long.

Seven Carlsbad craft breweries team up for beer festival batch

OCEAN VIEW DINING
Happy Hour/Sunset Prix-Fixe 

Beer • Wine • Cocktails
Gluten Free • Vegetarian/Vegan Options

Not valid with any other offer or 
early bird specials. Coupon good 
Mon-Thurs. only. Expires 9-6-19

$5 off 
Dinner for 2

2591 S. Coast Hwy.  |  Cardiff  |   760.436.5236

At the BEACH in Cardiff

craft beer
in North County

Bill Vanderburgh

CARLSBAD BREWFEST

• When: Saturday, Sept. 
7, noon to 4:30 p.m., 
rain or shine.
• Where: Holiday Park, 
3400 Pio Pico, Carls-
bad, CA 92008.
• Parking: Very limited. 
Get dropped off, car-
pool, or take Lyft. Valet 
bicycle parking avail-
able.
• Cost: $75 VIP Admis-
sion for noon entry, $55 
General Admission for 
1 p.m. entry. 
• Other: No pets, no one 
under 21 admitted (sor-
ry, no kids).
• Tickets/Info: carlsbad-
brewfest.org
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Randy Jones

Educational opportunitiEs

SAN MARCOS — Tay-
lion San Diego Academy 
is now enrolling with two 
locations to serve North 
County. Taylion offers pro-
grams in home school, in-
dependent study and a vir-
tual program, and has open 
enrollment throughout the 
year. With locations in San 
Marcos and Vista, the char-
ter school has a program to 
meet the needs of students 
in need of a more personal-
ized education. 

The charter school 
opened in 2013, and has 
since grown to be a part-
ner in the North County 
community. During its first 
year of existence, the school 
was granted accreditation 
by the Western Associa-
tion of Schools (WASC), 
and has now expanded 
into Vista. The school even 
has an Associated Student 
Body (A.S.B.), which plans 
field trips and fundraisers 
throughout the year. 

Taylion’s programs is 
an option for students K-12, 
who find that a traditional 
school setting just isn’t a fit 
for them, academically or 
otherwise (bullies, etc.). A 
large number of their stu-
dent population are high 
school students. “Kids that 
come to us, are for whatev-
er reason, not thriving in 
a traditional public school 
setting,” said Taylion San 

Diego Academy’s Director 
of Business Development, 
Shannon Smith. “It can be 
for a variety of reasons: ac-
ademics, socially, and they 
come to us where they find 
a place where they can ac-
ademically and socially 
thrive.” 

Taylion offers three 
separate learning environ-
ments for students: online 
education programs, a home-
school program, and an inde-
pendent study program. Pro-
grams are often blended to 
meet the needs of students. 
Some additional learning 
opportunities include small 
group instruction and online 
learning programs. School 
officials say the program of-
fers individualized learning, 
a safe environment with less 
distraction, higher parent in-
volvement, credit recovery, 
credit acceleration, greater 

access to new educational 
resources, and unparalleled 
flexibility in utilizing var-
ious instructional delivery 
methods based on the partic-
ular student’s learning style.

When asked what par-
ents should look for in a 
choice for education, Smith 
said, “I think, first of all, 
parents consider what their 
kid’s needs are. What is it 
that they think can help 
their kid to be successful, 
and then go look at what the 
options are, and that’s what 
is wonderful about charter 
schools. At Taylion San Di-
ego Academy, we are able 
to customize their learning 
program. We offer indepen-
dent study, online classes, 
homeschooling and a blend-
ed model. We are able to 
take each student, assess 
where they are at, deter-
mine what would best help 
them and design a program 
for them individually.”

The San Marcos campus 
is located at 100 N. Rancho 
Santa Fe Rd. #110, San Mar-
cos, CA 92069, while the 
Vista site is located at 1661-
B  South Melrose Drive, Vis-
ta, CA 92081.

For more information 
regarding enrollment and 
upcoming parent informa-
tion sessions, call (855)

77-LEARN or (760) 295-
5564, or visit taylionsandi-
ego.com.

Local charter school is currently 
enrolling, now with two locations

I think, first 
of all, parents 
consider what 
their kid’s 
needs are. ”

Shannon Smith
Director of Business  

Development

Summer Baseball and Softball Camp
Summer baseball or 

softball camp for boys and 
girls ages 4-12 is the great-
est experience any young 
player could ever wish for. 
When attending Allstar 
Baseball & Softball Acad-
emy and Little Rookies 
TBall, Pitching Machine 
and Softball Summer Camp 
the kids have a total blast 
while enhancing all their 
skills at hitting, fielding, 
throwing, base running, 
catching, pitching, live 
games and so much more!

 Now in it's 23rd 
great year in San Diego 
County, Coach Kurtis Swan-
berg and his very profes-
sional staff instruct the 
players each day to become 

the complete player improv-
ing their game in every way. 
His camps are considered 
one of the finest offered 
anywhere and the players 
come back over and over 
to his program. Pizza days, 
ice cream, baseball cards, 
trophies for all players 

plus this Summers Special 
Guest Star at every camp 
is former San Diego Padre 
and Cy Young Award win-
ner, Randy Jones. Randy 
will visit the players at each 
camp, and as a special gift 
sign them a personally au-
tographed baseball to take 
home with them. 

 Full day, half day 
or single day is offered to 
support all your summer 
activities. Don't miss out 
on this amazing camp ex-
perience. Classes fill fast so 
reserve your spot soon. Reg-
ister at allstarbaseball.com, 
littlerookiestballschool.
com, and littlerookiespitch-
ingmachineschool .com. 
Hope to see you at camp!

If you wish to have 
your child learn 

how to play the game 
of baseball, send them 
to Coach Kurtis, his
instruction is superior.”

Mike Sweeney
Kansas City Royals, 5 Time Allstar

The Social Security Act of 
1935 ensured that hard working 
Americans would have income to 
support them during retirement. 
Over time, Social Security may 
have reduced worries about 
retirement to the point that many 
people don’t give their Social 
Security a second thought. 

With a little planning, 
you can receive more in Social 
Security benefits than expected 
as well as learn how to leverage 
other sources of income for 
retirement. Social Security is not 
straight forward for most people. 
In fact, there are strategies 
you can employ to maximize 
the benefits you are eligible to 
receive – particularly among 
married, divorced and widowed 
individuals.

Please join us for a Private 

Social Security Workshop at the 
Crossings Golf Course, where 
you will be provided with critical 
information to help you maximize 
your Social Security benefits. 
Important Social Security facts 
to be covered in the workshop 
include; What is the current 
status of Social Security? When 
is the optimal time for you to start 
collecting Social Security? How 
can you maximize benefits for 
yourself and your spouse? What 
are delayed retirement credits? 
How can you coordinate Social 
Security benefits with other 
retirement assets to maximize 
your retirement income?

 This FREE informative 
workshop will be held at The 
Crossings At Carlsbad at 5800 
The Crossings Dr., Carlsbad, 
CA 92008. Join us for a FREE 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST, 
Saturday, March 14, 2015 at 
10:30am.  Reservations are 
required, so please call today.

We are expecting a 
capacity audience and seating is 
limited, please guarantee your 
attendance by calling Serena at 
760-642-2678. 

A special thank you to those 
who attend, all guests will receive 
a FREE Social Security Guide!

We are providing this 
valuable information pertaining 
to your Social Security benefits 
at no cost. 

Please understand, we are 
not affiliated with the Social 
Security Administration and 
we do not provide any legal or 
tax advice, nor promote, market 
or recommend any tax plan or 
arrangement.

Maximizing your Social Security benefits

In early spring & fall a special 
supplement to the paper includes 
exclusively home and garden ads 
and content. Advertisers can get 

editorial and discounted ads with 
this promotion.

Promote your restaurant along 
side Lick the Plate restaurant 

feature by David Boylan, world-
famous Wine Connoisseur, Frank 
Mangio, and beer columnist Bill 

Vanderberg as they highlight local 
dining on a weekly basis. 

These popular features includes ads 
next to editorial allowing parents 
to learn about local educational 
programs in North 
County. Summer 
Fun is available 
May-July only.

Educational 
Opportunities &

Summer Fun

Small businesses in need of a 
website will find our web design & 
maintenance programs affordable 

and easy.

Website Design
& Hosting

Food &
Wine

Spring/Fall
Home & Garden

Buy a story on your business.
Our native advertising solution, 
this editorial-style advertising 

feature comes in 2 sizes and goes 
in print and online at 

www.coastnewsgroup.com

Marketplace
News
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Witness the future of medical aesthetics
CARLSBAD — Bo-

diSculpt has long been a 
premiere spot for North 
County residents looking to 
improve their appearance 
through weight-loss tech-
nology and other nonsurgi-
cal procedures. Now they 
have expanded their offer-
ings, and are a full-service 
medical spa on the cutting 
edge of the industry.

“We’re doing things 
now that San Diego has nev-
er seen before,” Manager 
Mindi Zehnder said. While 
BodiSculpt has always de-
livered measurable results 
for their clients, Zehnder 
said exciting new technolo-
gies offer even more drastic 
improvements.

One service that has 
become extremely pop-
ular all over the world is 
CoolSculpting, which liter-
ally freezes stubborn fat in 
its tracks. “You hook up the 
CoolSculpting machine to 
the body part that is prob-
lematic,” Zehnder said. “It 
uses cold energy to per-

manently destroy the fat 
cells.” Among the benefits 
of CoolSculpting are there 
are no needles, no spe-
cial diets, and no surgery 
required. And with zero 
downtime, clients are able 
to get back to their busy 
lives immediately following 
the procedure. 

The high demand for 
CoolSculpting means that 
it is readily available. Bo-
diSculpt, however, ups the 
game with the use of some 
exclusive and new technol-
ogy. “With CoolSculpting, 
clients see results in eight 
weeks,” Zehnder said. 
“But at BodiSculpt we pair 
CoolSculpting with another 
technology and we offer our 
clients results in just three 
weeks!” 

Not only will the results 
be faster, they will also be 
better. “Our clients also 
enjoy a 20 percent better 
result than if they had just 
done CoolSculpting alone.”

Beyond the advance-
ments in weight-loss tech-

nology, BodiSculpt offers 
the latest in cosmetic in-
jectables. “We’re offering 
filler facials that reduce 
the amount of Botox used,” 
Zehnder said. Brow lifts 
that don’t use Botox are also 
available.

Also new to BodiSculpt 
is hair growth and resto-
ration. “We have added non-
surgical hair growth and 

restoration, that requires 
no down time,” Zehnder 
said. “We guarantee that 
after one treatment a cli-
ent gets 150 new hairs per 
square inch. Not only that, 
our clients see a 50 percent 
reduction in gray hair, and 
20 percent thicker, more vi-
brant hair.”

Zehnder added that 
the team at BodiSculpt be-

lieves in their products so 
much, they offer a 100 per-
cent guarantee. “We offer a 
lifetime guarantee on laser 
hair removal and clients 
will be hair free within six 
months,” Zehnder said.

The BodiSculpt team is 
excited to share everything 
they offer with the commu-
nity during an all-day open 
house on April 25. “We are 
going to be doing live dem-

os of all of our services,” 
Zehnder said. “We are also 
doing prize giveaways, and 
anyone who comes will 
be entered into our grand 
prize, a $10,000 “Mom-
my Makeover.’” If people 
RSVP, they will receive 
complimentary Fraxel.

“We are also launching 
our new ambassador pro-
gram,” Zehnder said. “This 
is a way for our clients to 
receive free services.” The 
presentation for the ambas-
sador program will be held 
at noon.

BodiSculpt’s open 
house will be held from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. April 25 at 
5650 El Camino Real in 
Carlsbad. For more infor-
mation, to RSVP or if you 
would like to participate in 
a live demo, call (760) 930-
1301.

BodiSculpt’s regular 
business hours have been 
extended to 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

BodiSculpt manager Mindi 
Zehnder.  Courtesy photo

A helping hand leads to a valuable and caring friendship 
SOLANA BEACH — 

Asking for help is never 
easy. Especially for a man 
like Dr. Peter Esteran, who 
spent a career caring for 
others. With his grown sons 
living in the midwest, and 
having lost his wife four 
years earlier, Esteran found 
himself finally ready to ac-
cept a helping hand.

Kathryn Johnston, 
owner of Seniors Helping 
Seniors San Diego North 
County, was contacted by 
Esteran’s family nearly two 
years ago. At the time Es-
teran was living alone in his 
home, and had been weak-
ened by a fall. His sons were 
worried about him, and 
Johnston met with Esteran 
to discuss his options.

Seniors Helping Se-
niors offers a variety of ser-
vices, pairing together qual-
ified caregivers with their 
peers to offer companion-
ship as well as services such 
as light housekeeping, meal 
preparation, transportation 
to doctors appointments 
and more. 

Though he was appre-
hensive at first, Johnston 
explained to Esteran that 
Seniors Helping Seniors 
was a different kind of pro-
gram. “I told him that many 
of my clients were just like 
him,” she said. “I said that I 
could create a friendship for 
him. He told me he would 
think about it.” 

“At the time, my sons 
were encouraging me 
to move to a retirement 
home,” Esteran said. John-
ston’s offer to pair him up 
with a senior companion, 
and allow him to remain at 
home, suddenly became a 
desirable alternative.

Johnston introduced 
him to a few male caregiv-

ers that he got along well 
with, but when he met John 
Martin, the match had been 
made.

Esteran, 91, took an im-
mediate shine to Martin, 62. 
“He is a very likeable per-
son,” he said.

Martin lives just a few 
miles away from the assist-
ed living facility Esteran 
now lives in. They get to-
gether at least once a week 
to do Esteran’s shopping, 
go to doctors appointments 
and do other errands. When 
time permits, the two like to 
grab a bite to eat together.

When asked about his 
relationship with Martin, 
Esteran said it wasn’t just 
a friendship. “I don’t know 
that a friend would do as 
much for me as John does. 
I can count on him always. 
Always.”

For Martin, what he 
does for Esteran and other 
clients comes naturally. “I 
did a lot of volunteer work 
at my church,” he said. “I 
was in a ministry that pro-
vided similar services. I 

also cared for a terminally 
ill colleague of mine. He 
had no family. I took care 
of his needs. I was with him 
every day for about the last 
six months of his life.”

In their many visits to-
gether, Esteran has learned 
a lot about Martin’s exten-
sive background in helping 
others. “He’s had a very 
interesting life and has ac-
complished a lot of good,” 
Esteran said. “And that’s in 
addition to his relationship 
with me.”

Martin had plenty of 
praise for Esteran as well. 
“He’s very independent, 
disciplined and self-reli-
ant,” he said. “He has such 
grace. He is so well-liked by 
the staff and residents at his 
home. He has difficulty with 
a variety of ailments, but he 
always stays pleasant. His 
attitude is just fabulous.”

Martin said he thinks 
of Esteran as a friend, and 
treats him as one. “I make 
suggestions, but I don’t act 
bossy,” he said. “I gently 
suggest he use his walker 

for balance.” Martin noted 
the importance of allow-
ing Esteran to maintain his 
dignity and humanity, but 
while also in keeping him 
safe.“We love telling each 
other stories,” Martin said. 
“I tell him about myself, 
and he tells me about his 
background. He was a doc-
tor, but he was also part of 
the U.S. Army during the 
D-Day invasion of France. 
Many is his unit were killed 
and he was badly wounded.” 

Martin said the two are 
also both avid golf fans, and 
they enjoy talking about 
that.

“I think of Peter as a 
surrogate dad,” Martin said. 
“Some of the employees at 
La Vida Del Mar, where Pe-
ter lives, ask if I’m Peter’s 
son. I always say, ‘No, but 
what a nice compliment.’” 

For more information 
about using Seniors Helping 
Seniors, or to find out about 
caregiving opportunities, 
visit www.shssandiego.com, 
call (760) 591-7474 or email 
info@SHSsandiego.com.

Dr Peter Esteran (left) and caregiver John Martin.  Courtesy photo

Actual Bodisculpt patient.  Courtesy photo
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Citracado Parkway extension project draws on
By Steve PuterskiESCONDIDO — An 

amendment to the reso-
lution of necessity for the 

Citracado Parkway exten-
sion project was approved 

Wednesday by the City 

Council.
Debra Lundy, real 

property manager for the 

city, said it was needed 

due to a clerical error, the 

omissions of deeds to be 

attached to the land. The 

adjustment is the only fee 

parcel being acquired by 

the city, which is a necessi-
ty, she added.The eminent domain 

project, which has been 

in the works for several 

years, will complete the 

missing section of the 

roadway between Harmo-
ny Grove, Village Parkway 

and Andreason Drive.The city conducted 

a review of the project, 

which was outlined in the 

environmental impact re-
port from April 2012. Al-
ternatives were discussed 

with residents in four com-
munity meetings and a trio 

of public gatherings.“The project as cur-
rently designed was lo-
cated and planned in a 

manner that will be most 

compatible with the great-
est public good and least 

private injury,” Lundy 

said.
She also reported the 

city and property owners 

have had more than 35 

meetings in the past four 

years to develop the plan.
However, the prop-

erty owners did not sub-
mit a counteroffer to the 

city’s statutory offer on 

April 14, 2015. According 

to Lundy, the owners did 

not feel the offer matched 

what the land is worth, al-Republicans endorse 
Abed over Gaspar

By Aaron BurginREGION — The Coun-
ty Republican Party has 

thrown its support behind 

Escondido Mayor Sam 

Abed in the race for Coun-
ty Dist. 3 Supervisor. The Republican Party 

of San Diego announced 

last week that it voted to 

endorse Abed over fellow 

Republican and Encini-
tas Mayor Kristin Gaspar, 

who is also running for the 

supervisor seat currently 

held by Dave Roberts, who 

is seeking re-election.Abed, who has been 

a polarizing figure during 

his two terms as mayor in 

Escondido, secured the 

coveted party endorse-
ment by receiving more 

than two thirds of the 

committee’s votes, the 

threshold required for a 

candidate to receive the 

endorsement over a fellow 

party member.“Endorsing one Re-
publican over another re-
quires a 2/3 vote threshold 

— and rarely happens,” 

GOP Chairman Tony 

Krvaric said. “Clearly 

Sam Abed’s long-time and 

steadfast commitment to 

Republican principles and 

values earned him the sup-
port of committee mem-
bers and we are proud to 

endorse him.”Gaspar’s campaign 

reached this week ex-
pressed disappointment in 

not receiving the party’s 

nomination, but touted 

several key endorsements 

she has received through-
out the campaign.“While I’m disap-

pointed not to get the par-
ty endorsement, I’m very 

proud to have the support 

of Mayor Faulconer and 

the four Republican City 

Councilmembers, Sena-
tors Bates and Anderson, 

and Assemblyman Rocky 

Chavez,” Gaspar said.   

“I’ve been a very effec-
tive Republican mayor in 

a Democratic city by focus-
ing on balanced budgets, 

economic development, 

and quality of life and will 

continue to do so on the 

Board of Supervisors.”

Emi Gannod, 11, observes a Banded Purple Wing butterfly at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s Butterfly Jungle exhibit. The 

exhibit is open now through April 10. Full story on page A2. Photo by Tony CagalaCommunity rallies behind 
Vista teacher placed on leave

By Hoa QuachVISTA — Current and 

former students and par-

ents are demanding a Vista 

social studies teacher be al-

lowed to keep his job. 
Vincent Romero, who 

has worked for the Vista 

Unified School District 

since 1990, was placed on 

paid administrative leave 

from his job at Rancho Bue-

na Vista High School on 

March 7. 
Now, an online petition 

with more than 1,900 signa-

tures is asking the admin-

istration to bring Romero 

back to the classroom.
On his last day, Rome-

ro told students he was 

leaving because “the orga-

nization decided to make a 

change.” 
“(They) no longer have 

confidence in me that I 

know what I’m doing,” said 

Romero, whose remarks 

were recorded and posted 

on Facebook. “They don’t 

like what I do. They don’t 

like the way I do it. So, this 

is what happens. I’m really 

sorry I can’t be with you for 

the rest of the year. It’s not 

my choice, but it’s the way 

it goes.” 
In the roughly 4-min-

ute speech to students, an 

emotional Romero vowed 

to fight the administration. 
“I’m not disappear-

ing,” said Romero, 55. “I’m 

not going away. This is 

something I can fight, and 

that’s what we’re going to 

do — we’re going to fight 

until there’s nothing left to 

fight with. I plan to be back 

for your senior year.” Romero also urged his 

students to be kind to their 

new social studies teacher 

but to give “hell” to Princi-

pal Charles Schindler. 
Following the an-

nouncement of his depar-

ture, a petition was created 

on PetitionSite.com, urging 

the administration to keep 

Romero at Rancho Buena 

Vista High School. A protest was also held 

at the school.“This makes me so an-

gry,” wrote Jeffrey Bright 

of Fallbrook, who said he 

graduated from the school 

more than 20 years ago. “I 

already fear that our ed-

ucation system is falling 

apart. I worry my kids are 

not going to get a valuable 

education at public schools 

anymore.”David Whiddon of San 

Marcos called the move 

“shameful.”“This is a teacher that 

genuinely cares,” Whiddon 

wrote. “Both of my sons had 

Mr. Romero and greatly en-

joyed his class.”A former student, Jas-

mine Velare of Vista, said 

Romero was “an amazing 

teacher.”
“I was lucky enough to 

get him myself,” she wrote. 

“He truly cares for what he 

TURN TO EXTENSION ON A3

It’s a jungle In there

A social studies teacher at Rancho Buena Vista High School was 

placed on administrative leave in early March. The move prompted stu-

dents and parents to launch an online petition in support of Vincent 

Romero. Photo by Hoa Quach
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Citracado Parkway extension project draws on
By Steve PuterskiESCONDIDO — An 

amendment to the reso-
lution of necessity for the 

Citracado Parkway exten-
sion project was approved 

Wednesday by the City 

Council.
Debra Lundy, real 

property manager for the 

city, said it was needed 

due to a clerical error, the 

omissions of deeds to be 

attached to the land. The 

adjustment is the only fee 

parcel being acquired by 

the city, which is a necessi-
ty, she added.The eminent domain 

project, which has been 

in the works for several 

years, will complete the 

missing section of the 

roadway between Harmo-
ny Grove, Village Parkway 

and Andreason Drive.The city conducted 

a review of the project, 

which was outlined in the 

environmental impact re-
port from April 2012. Al-
ternatives were discussed 

with residents in four com-
munity meetings and a trio 

of public gatherings.“The project as cur-
rently designed was lo-
cated and planned in a 

manner that will be most 

compatible with the great-
est public good and least 

private injury,” Lundy 

said.
She also reported the 

city and property owners 

have had more than 35 

meetings in the past four 

years to develop the plan.
However, the prop-

erty owners did not sub-
mit a counteroffer to the 

city’s statutory offer on 

April 14, 2015. According 

to Lundy, the owners did 

not feel the offer matched 

what the land is worth, al-Republicans endorse 
Abed over Gaspar

By Aaron BurginREGION — The Coun-
ty Republican Party has 

thrown its support behind 

Escondido Mayor Sam 

Abed in the race for Coun-
ty Dist. 3 Supervisor. The Republican Party 

of San Diego announced 

last week that it voted to 

endorse Abed over fellow 

Republican and Encini-
tas Mayor Kristin Gaspar, 

who is also running for the 

supervisor seat currently 

held by Dave Roberts, who 

is seeking re-election.Abed, who has been 

a polarizing figure during 

his two terms as mayor in 

Escondido, secured the 

coveted party endorse-
ment by receiving more 

than two thirds of the 

committee’s votes, the 

threshold required for a 

candidate to receive the 

endorsement over a fellow 

party member.“Endorsing one Re-
publican over another re-
quires a 2/3 vote threshold 

— and rarely happens,” 

GOP Chairman Tony 

Krvaric said. “Clearly 

Sam Abed’s long-time and 

steadfast commitment to 

Republican principles and 

values earned him the sup-
port of committee mem-
bers and we are proud to 

endorse him.”Gaspar’s campaign 

reached this week ex-
pressed disappointment in 

not receiving the party’s 

nomination, but touted 

several key endorsements 

she has received through-
out the campaign.“While I’m disap-

pointed not to get the par-
ty endorsement, I’m very 

proud to have the support 

of Mayor Faulconer and 

the four Republican City 

Councilmembers, Sena-
tors Bates and Anderson, 

and Assemblyman Rocky 

Chavez,” Gaspar said.   

“I’ve been a very effec-
tive Republican mayor in 

a Democratic city by focus-
ing on balanced budgets, 

economic development, 

and quality of life and will 

continue to do so on the 

Board of Supervisors.”

Emi Gannod, 11, observes a Banded Purple Wing butterfly at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s Butterfly Jungle exhibit. The 

exhibit is open now through April 10. Full story on page A2. Photo by Tony CagalaCommunity rallies behind 
Vista teacher placed on leave

By Hoa QuachVISTA — Current and 

former students and par-

ents are demanding a Vista 

social studies teacher be al-

lowed to keep his job. 
Vincent Romero, who 

has worked for the Vista 

Unified School District 

since 1990, was placed on 

paid administrative leave 

from his job at Rancho Bue-

na Vista High School on 

March 7. 
Now, an online petition 

with more than 1,900 signa-

tures is asking the admin-

istration to bring Romero 

back to the classroom.
On his last day, Rome-

ro told students he was 

leaving because “the orga-

nization decided to make a 

change.” 
“(They) no longer have 

confidence in me that I 

know what I’m doing,” said 

Romero, whose remarks 

were recorded and posted 

on Facebook. “They don’t 

like what I do. They don’t 

like the way I do it. So, this 

is what happens. I’m really 

sorry I can’t be with you for 

the rest of the year. It’s not 

my choice, but it’s the way 

it goes.” 
In the roughly 4-min-

ute speech to students, an 

emotional Romero vowed 

to fight the administration. 
“I’m not disappear-

ing,” said Romero, 55. “I’m 

not going away. This is 

something I can fight, and 

that’s what we’re going to 

do — we’re going to fight 

until there’s nothing left to 

fight with. I plan to be back 

for your senior year.” Romero also urged his 

students to be kind to their 

new social studies teacher 

but to give “hell” to Princi-

pal Charles Schindler. 
Following the an-

nouncement of his depar-

ture, a petition was created 

on PetitionSite.com, urging 

the administration to keep 

Romero at Rancho Buena 

Vista High School. A protest was also held 

at the school.“This makes me so an-

gry,” wrote Jeffrey Bright 

of Fallbrook, who said he 

graduated from the school 

more than 20 years ago. “I 

already fear that our ed-

ucation system is falling 

apart. I worry my kids are 

not going to get a valuable 

education at public schools 

anymore.”David Whiddon of San 

Marcos called the move 

“shameful.”“This is a teacher that 

genuinely cares,” Whiddon 

wrote. “Both of my sons had 

Mr. Romero and greatly en-

joyed his class.”A former student, Jas-

mine Velare of Vista, said 

Romero was “an amazing 

teacher.”
“I was lucky enough to 

get him myself,” she wrote. 

“He truly cares for what he 

TURN TO EXTENSION ON A3

It’s a jungle In there

A social studies teacher at Rancho Buena Vista High School was 

placed on administrative leave in early March. The move prompted stu-

dents and parents to launch an online petition in support of Vincent 

Romero. Photo by Hoa Quach
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The CoasT News

Citracado Parkway extension project draws on
By Steve PuterskiESCONDIDO — An 

amendment to the reso-
lution of necessity for the 

Citracado Parkway exten-
sion project was approved 

Wednesday by the City 

Council.
Debra Lundy, real 

property manager for the 

city, said it was needed 

due to a clerical error, the 

omissions of deeds to be 

attached to the land. The 

adjustment is the only fee 

parcel being acquired by 

the city, which is a necessi-
ty, she added.The eminent domain 

project, which has been 

in the works for several 

years, will complete the 

missing section of the 

roadway between Harmo-
ny Grove, Village Parkway 

and Andreason Drive.The city conducted 

a review of the project, 

which was outlined in the 

environmental impact re-
port from April 2012. Al-
ternatives were discussed 

with residents in four com-
munity meetings and a trio 

of public gatherings.“The project as cur-
rently designed was lo-
cated and planned in a 

manner that will be most 

compatible with the great-
est public good and least 

private injury,” Lundy 

said.
She also reported the 

city and property owners 

have had more than 35 

meetings in the past four 

years to develop the plan.
However, the prop-

erty owners did not sub-
mit a counteroffer to the 

city’s statutory offer on 

April 14, 2015. According 

to Lundy, the owners did 

not feel the offer matched 

what the land is worth, al-Republicans endorse 
Abed over Gaspar

By Aaron BurginREGION — The Coun-
ty Republican Party has 

thrown its support behind 

Escondido Mayor Sam 

Abed in the race for Coun-
ty Dist. 3 Supervisor. The Republican Party 

of San Diego announced 

last week that it voted to 

endorse Abed over fellow 

Republican and Encini-
tas Mayor Kristin Gaspar, 

who is also running for the 

supervisor seat currently 

held by Dave Roberts, who 

is seeking re-election.Abed, who has been 

a polarizing figure during 

his two terms as mayor in 

Escondido, secured the 

coveted party endorse-
ment by receiving more 

than two thirds of the 

committee’s votes, the 

threshold required for a 

candidate to receive the 

endorsement over a fellow 

party member.“Endorsing one Re-
publican over another re-
quires a 2/3 vote threshold 

— and rarely happens,” 

GOP Chairman Tony 

Krvaric said. “Clearly 

Sam Abed’s long-time and 

steadfast commitment to 

Republican principles and 

values earned him the sup-
port of committee mem-
bers and we are proud to 

endorse him.”Gaspar’s campaign 

reached this week ex-
pressed disappointment in 

not receiving the party’s 

nomination, but touted 

several key endorsements 

she has received through-
out the campaign.“While I’m disap-

pointed not to get the par-
ty endorsement, I’m very 

proud to have the support 

of Mayor Faulconer and 

the four Republican City 

Councilmembers, Sena-
tors Bates and Anderson, 

and Assemblyman Rocky 

Chavez,” Gaspar said.   

“I’ve been a very effec-
tive Republican mayor in 

a Democratic city by focus-
ing on balanced budgets, 

economic development, 

and quality of life and will 

continue to do so on the 

Board of Supervisors.”

Emi Gannod, 11, observes a Banded Purple Wing butterfly at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s Butterfly Jungle exhibit. The 

exhibit is open now through April 10. Full story on page A2. Photo by Tony CagalaCommunity rallies behind 
Vista teacher placed on leave

By Hoa QuachVISTA — Current and 

former students and par-

ents are demanding a Vista 

social studies teacher be al-

lowed to keep his job. 
Vincent Romero, who 

has worked for the Vista 

Unified School District 

since 1990, was placed on 

paid administrative leave 

from his job at Rancho Bue-

na Vista High School on 

March 7. 
Now, an online petition 

with more than 1,900 signa-

tures is asking the admin-

istration to bring Romero 

back to the classroom.
On his last day, Rome-

ro told students he was 

leaving because “the orga-

nization decided to make a 

change.” 
“(They) no longer have 

confidence in me that I 

know what I’m doing,” said 

Romero, whose remarks 

were recorded and posted 

on Facebook. “They don’t 

like what I do. They don’t 

like the way I do it. So, this 

is what happens. I’m really 

sorry I can’t be with you for 

the rest of the year. It’s not 

my choice, but it’s the way 

it goes.” 
In the roughly 4-min-

ute speech to students, an 

emotional Romero vowed 

to fight the administration. 
“I’m not disappear-

ing,” said Romero, 55. “I’m 

not going away. This is 

something I can fight, and 

that’s what we’re going to 

do — we’re going to fight 

until there’s nothing left to 

fight with. I plan to be back 

for your senior year.” Romero also urged his 

students to be kind to their 

new social studies teacher 

but to give “hell” to Princi-

pal Charles Schindler. 
Following the an-

nouncement of his depar-

ture, a petition was created 

on PetitionSite.com, urging 

the administration to keep 

Romero at Rancho Buena 

Vista High School. A protest was also held 

at the school.“This makes me so an-

gry,” wrote Jeffrey Bright 

of Fallbrook, who said he 

graduated from the school 

more than 20 years ago. “I 

already fear that our ed-

ucation system is falling 

apart. I worry my kids are 

not going to get a valuable 

education at public schools 

anymore.”David Whiddon of San 

Marcos called the move 

“shameful.”“This is a teacher that 

genuinely cares,” Whiddon 

wrote. “Both of my sons had 

Mr. Romero and greatly en-

joyed his class.”A former student, Jas-

mine Velare of Vista, said 

Romero was “an amazing 

teacher.”
“I was lucky enough to 

get him myself,” she wrote. 

“He truly cares for what he 
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It’s a jungle In there

A social studies teacher at Rancho Buena Vista High School was 

placed on administrative leave in early March. The move prompted stu-

dents and parents to launch an online petition in support of Vincent 

Romero. Photo by Hoa Quach
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