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April Austin Pugh
Escondido (D4)

On lowest relative priorities
“Every issue deserves the same 
attention and priority.”

Amanda Rigby
Vista (D3)

On lowest relative priorities
“We will always have a well maintained, 
secure, and easily accessible public transit 
system for all who want to use it and I remain 
committed to this. We must also recognize the 
needs of the approximately 97% of the popula-
tion who use our freeways and roads, including 
those moving goods and services throughout 
our communities, balancing the two.”

Alex Riley
Encinitas (D1)

On highest relative priorities
“Infrastructure and public safety are the 
primary responsibilities of local govern-
ment. Defending our neighborhoods from 
over-building and prioritizing these two 
fundamental duties will provide the solid 
foundation needed to allow us to maintain 
the high quality of life that we love about 
Encinitas.”

Alan Geraci
San Marcos (D3)

On highest relative priorities
“Declare a regional climate emergency. 
There is a climate emergency which
demands a massive-scale mobilization to 
halt, reverse, and address its
consequences and causes. This is an existen-
tial threat and San Marcos must do
whatever it takes to confront it. Included 
in this plan is an affordable housing and 
21st century transportation plan.”

Bill Batchelor
Oceanside (D3)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“The county grand jury strongly recommended 
to the City of Oceanside (and others) that a they 
form a Citizens Oversight Committee for Police 
Oversight when excessive force was in question. 
The City Council voted against the recommenda-
tion.”

Bob Gans
Del Mar

On highest relative priorities
“This question poses false choices. All priorities 
can be pursued in a transparent manner and 
with fiscal discipline, with the goal of preserving 
and improving our Community and preserving 
open space, as envisioned by our Community 
Plan. Providing for affordable housing is critical 
to complying with state law and maintaining 
local control.”

Christopher Rodriguez
Oceanside (Mayor)

On highest relative priorities
“My first duty and highest obligation is to 
Oceanside’s Public Safety. Illegal homeless 
encampments and crime/drug use is reaping 
havoc on thousands of Oceanside residents. I 
will bring relief through enforcing vagrancy 
laws, provide a shelter resource that offers 
vocational job training programs and access to 
treat mental illness/drug addiction.”

Dara Czerwonka
Escondido (D3)

On lowest relative priorities
“Recreation/Open Space - it is already 
included in climate action plans so requires 
less intervention. We have 6,000 acres of 
open spaces and parks so that challenge is 
to maintain great resources, which is easier. 
The Daley Ranch is already a multiple 
species conservation zone, for example. So, 
although important, it is not an immediate 
challenge.”

Dave Druker
Del Mar

On improving city finances
“Del Mar needs to create a master plan to 
reduce its reliance on Fairgrounds Sales Tax 
revenue. We need figure out how to leverage 
technology rather than adding staff. We 
need to replenish our reserves and pay back 
Measure Q loan before adding staff.”

David Zernik
Oceanside (D3)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“It’s too hard to start a business or get a 
building permit in this town. The city is 
hurting the economy. The city has created 
a housing shortage. My goal is that rent 
should be one week’s pay. Building depart-
ment review times and permits should be 
reduced.”

Deputy Mayor
Kellie Hinze

Encinitas (D2)

On lowest relative priorities
“I ranked public transit and social 
services as high priorities but lesser than 
top tier due to the fact that these are 
regional priorities that, while worthy of 
focus on the city-level, ultimately are de-
termined by agencies such as NCTD and 
the County Health and Human Services 
Agency.”

Donald Greene
Escondido (D3)

On improving city finances 
“The most pressing issue facing Escon-
dido in the next few years is the struc-
tural budget deficit. I would propose a 
three-phase approach to addressing the 
issue. First, full audit of all departmen-
tal budgets and reallocation of funds. 
Second, selling off of superfluous real 
estate holdings. Third, establishing a 
Community Choice Energy program.”

Ed Musgrove
San Marcos (D4)

On lowest relative priorities
“Public transportation is needed, but we are 
not a community where we grew around 
this as a primary mode of transportation. It 
fits for some, but not the significant major-
ity. We need to keep it up and running, 
but not at the expense of roadway safety, 
maintenance and efficiency.”

Elizabeth Perez
Vista (D2)

On improving city finances
“I plan to expand public private partnerships. This can be 
accomplished with clean energy solutions and this includes 
building innovative new local technologies. Long-term goals 
would include developing municipal broadband and Wi-Fi con-
nectivity. Also, leverage and connect Vista’s agricultural assets 
with private industry and consumers.”

Fabio Marchi
Oceanside (Mayor) 

On lowest relative priorities
“I have no lowest priority. ‘When everything is 
a priority’ then things get done.”

Fernando Garcia
Oceanside (Mayor)

On lowest relative priorities
“Housing is important. However, the city does 
not have the adequate infrastructure to support 
more people. Until the city develops a better 
traffic plan (improvement of roads, installation 
of smart traffic lights, widening of the 76, North 
river road expansion and other major roadways), 
traffic congestion will increase.”

Glenn Warren
Del Mar

On lowest relative priorities 
“Del Mar has a vibrant volunteer com-
munity that through organizations such 
as Community Connections provides 
assistance to those in need. Assistance is 
important, but since the private sector is 
providing, it, I don’t believe it is a priority 
for city government.”

Katie Melendez
Vista

On disagreeing with past decisions
“A previous City Council decision I disagree 
with is regarding inclusionary housing require-
ments in the City of Vista. In 2015, Vista 
City Council, including the incumbent (my 
opponent) voted to remove inclusionary hous-
ing requirements for developers. The resulted 
in our community missing out on hundreds of 
potential affordable housing units.”

Kellie Davis
Oceanside (D3)

On highest relative priorities
“Government transparency/accountabil-
ity ranks high for me, as I am committed 
to building the much-needed trust back 
with our government. One of the ways to 
do that is through transparency, giving 
our community the ability to access and 
comment on important governmental 
matters, like the selection of our new 
Chief of Police.”

Lela Panagides
Carlsbad (D2)

On lowest relative priorities
“In District 2 Carlsbad, historic 
preservation is not as relevant. The city 
is almost built out and we are feeling 
the impacts of reduced revenue due to 
the pandemic, so during this immediate 
crisis, we need to focus on higher 
priority issues and supporting quality 
of life and public safety services for our 
residents now and into the future.”

Michelle Gomez
Oceanside (D4)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“The response mounted by Oceanside’s City 
Council to stave off the worst economic 
effects of COVID-19 has been weak-willed 
at best. I’m a strong proponent of tapping 
emergency reserves to help struggling busi-
nesses and residents. This support through 
the worst of times will set us up for a more 
rapid recovery once the situation stabilizes.”

Neil Kramer
San Marcos (D4)

On highest relative priorities
“We can do better to address the housing 
needs of our community. I support: more 
affordable options for our citizens, smart 
growth, more density, and smaller units. 
We should be building more within the 
city, close to the freeway, along transit, and 
near shopping. I support New Urbanism 
that includes walkable neighborhoods.”

Ryan Keim
Oceanside (D3)

On highest relative priorities
“We need to address the homeless crisis 
and the crime associated with it through 
a compassionate but tough approach that 
connects individuals with services while 
simultaneously enforcing our laws and 
upholding our quality of life.”

County Supervisor
Terra Lawson-Remer 

(D3)

On lowest relative priorities
“Fiscal management is vital; I rank it lowest 
because the County prioritized its finances 
over the actual work it needs to do for de-
cades, and now has reserves far over recom-
mended levels. I’d maintain safe reserves, but 
we can’t ignore the County’s responsibilities 
and underserve San Diego in the name of fis-
cal discipline when reserves are bloated.”

Tony Kranz
Encinitas (D1)

On disagreeing with past decisions 
“On Feb. 20, 2019, the city council voted 4-1 
on program 3C of the Housing Element (Item 
10A). My colleagues voted to ask a judge to 
rule Prop A couldn’t be used to preempt state 
law. I favored asking the voters to make a 
slight change to Prop A so that the city satis-
fied state regulators of housing law require-
ments.”

Tracy Martinez
Del Mar

On lowest relative priorities
“All are important so this is difficult. I 
would say public transportation is the 
lowest although Del Mar has worked hard 
to build a more cycling and walkable 
town. We don’t have a train station. We 
do have a bus route which appears to be 
underused.”

David   Joseph Turgeon
Oceanside (Mayor)

On lowest relative priorities
“There are no low priority issues.”

Alvin L. McGee
Oceanside (Mayor)

On highest relative priorities 
“I speak for my community and all those 
people who agree with me: our number one 
focus is to bring affordable housing and some 
kind of rent control to our city. Our elected 
officials do not care about us, all they want 
is your vote while the rent keeps going up, 
while workers’ wages don’t go up. We can’t 
let the real estate investor control our lives.”

Vanessa  Valenzuela
Escondido (D2)

On improving city finances
“Escondido will need to revisit a sales 
tax initiative. In the meantime, we 
should be looking at all areas of the bud-
get where savings can be garnered (with 
budget committee), removing the ban on 
cannabis, grants, funding, and partner-
ships with other agencies, and any assets 
to be leased or disposed of.”

Susan Turney
Encinitas (D2)

On highest relative priorities
“There’s a better way to achieve man-
dated affordable units. I propose requiring 
up to 25% [inclusionary] housing, as 
other cities do. This way we also preserve 
neighborhoods and minimize impacts to 
traffic and on the infrastructure. At 25% 
rather than the council’s 15%, the need 
to rezone would drop from 5,587 to 3,352 
units. That’s a 40% decrease.”

Susan Reveles
Escondido (D3)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“On July 15 the motion to add to the November 3rd 
ballot a measure to increase sales tax by 1% failed. 
Considering the growing budget gap, this revenue 
is vital to our city to avoid bankruptcy. A special 
election in 2021 to have the residents decide is what 
would be fair. An increase of sales tax is one strategy 
to solve our budget crisis.”

Supervisor
Kristin Gaspar 

(D3)

On lowest relative priorities
“I support a balanced transportation system 
that addresses investments in mass transit, while 
providing improvements to our regional roads. 
The North Coast Corridor in Solana Beach where 
I-5 expansion meets Coaster double-tracking and 
lagoon restoration is a perfect example of the bal-
ance we should be achieving.”

Sharon Jenkins
San Marcos (D3)

On lowest relative priorities
“Not applicable. I think they are all important 
priorities.”

Rocky Chavez
Oceanside (Mayor)

On highest relative priorities
“The Mayor of Oceanside selects commission-
ers. I would ensure that each commission is 
balanced and not dominated by one special 
interest. Commissions allow healthy discus-
sions on difficult issues and public input; this 
is beneficial as Oceanside address housing, 
energy, public safety and economics.”

Rob Howard
Oceanside (Mayor)

On lowest relative priorities
“We currently have open spaces. We need to 
ensure we keep them. So, while it is rated lower, 
it is not lower in importance. Public transit is 
rated lower because NCTD is the primary and we 
need to work with them to make transit usable 
for our workers and residents who need transit at 
different work/entertainment hours.”

Rick Paul
Escondido (D2)

On lowest relative priorities
“North County is still not ready for 
public transit. During our current eco-
nomic crisis, we certainly cannot afford 
to divert money which can be better 
utilized elsewhere.”

Phil Blair
Del Mar 

On disagreeing with past decisions
“The vote on Sept 8th to not up-zone 
the north area of Del Mar to allow 
for state mandated housing was short 
term thinking and placed Del Mar in 
a very precarious position. And most 
importantly threatened our local 
control.”

Peter Weiss
Oceanside (D4)

On improving city finances
“Fiscal Stability: following COVID, we need to 
focus on core services and manage our budget 
appropriately. Economic Recovery and Growth: 
streamline the approval and construction of 
various development projects and new busi-
nesses (Inn’s at Buena Creek, OceanKamp, El 
Corazon Sports Arena) to add construction and 
permanent jobs.”

Catherine Blakespear
Encinitas (Mayor)

On improving city finances
“I’m proud to continue the city’s commit-
ment to fiscal prudence. The city could 
benefit from increased partnerships with 
our nonprofits, philanthropies, private 
foundations and the local public sector, 
as well as the state and federal govern-
ment. There is existing wealth, expertise 
and know-how that we could better lever-
age to achieve common goals.”

Julie Thunder
Encinitas (Mayor)

On highest relative priorities
“State-mandated housing shouldn’t be concen-
trated in dense projects but woven into zones 
throughout, and we should demand developers 
set aside a higher percentage for low-income 
housing. I’m a staunch defender of our lagoons 
and ocean and will work for more sand replen-
ishment on our bluff-lined beaches, protecting 
the impact zone on the bluffs.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
The Coast News asked candidates several ques-
tions in an electronic questionnaire. For this 
map, we selected what we thought was each can-
didate’s strongest short-answer response. To see 
all responses to all questions, visit our web site.

Amber Newman
Oceanside (D3)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“With the passage of Prop. 64 Oceanside had 
a golden opportunity to become a hub of the 
emerging cannabis industry. Despite over-
whelming support for Prop 64, our council 
punted on the issue while smaller cities such 
as Vista cashed in. We need sensible cannabis 
regulations in Oceanside to protect businesses 
and consumers and safeguard our children.”

Ruben Major
Oceanside (Mayor)

On highest relative priorities
“The homeless crisis is my top priority. We 
are not following the law of the land. We 
are citing and ticketing the homeless, which 
is a waste of money. If a person is homeless, 
they are permitted to live in public in front 
of storefronts and in the riverbed if there 
are not enough beds for them. I believe tiny 
houses can help address this issue.” Teresa Acosta

Carlsbad (D4)

On disagreeing with past decisions
“The City Council has approved 
projects that have ignored community 
objections about environmental im-
pacts. In 2016, when the City Council 
unanimously approved the Caruso 
mall without an EIR, the citizens of 
Carlsbad voted to overturn the Council 
decision. As Councilmember, I will 
listen to the community’s concerns.”


