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One of  the greatest shops on Earth

Fun Gifts for Everyone on your List ! !

Holiday Gift Baskets 

delivered through 

San Diego County & 

shipped Nationwide

528 S. Coast Hwy. 101, Encinitas

760-436-4845

Holiday Happenings

Santa dove from the sky in Oceanside to kick off holiday

OCEANSIDE – Santa 

Claus made a spectacular 

parachute landing at Mis-

sion Marketplace to launch 

Mission Marketplace’s Jin-

gle Bell Jump event last 

Saturday. 
Local families came 

from miles around to wel-

come Santa Claus as he 

parachuted from an air-

plane for his holiday land-

ing to greet over 2,000 

families and kids eagerly 

awaiting his arrival. And 

they were not disappoint-

ed: At approximately noon, 

Santa made his spectacular 

entrance to the shopping 

center to officially kick off 

a sensational holiday sea-

son with gusto!

The Jingle Bell Jump 

lasted from 12 to 3 p.m. 

and served up nothing but 

holiday fun. Families used 

smartphones or cameras 

to take pictures of their 

children’s visits with San-

ta. And the event also fea-

tured kids’ holiday craft 

and cookie decorating ac-

tivities, carnival games, 

carnival rides, bingo games 

for prizes, complimentary 

churros and cotton candy, 

petting zoo, pony rides, 

carolers, balloon artist and 

more holiday fun. 

Mission Marketplace 

is located on the northwest 

corner of Highway 76 and 

College Boulevard at 471 

College Blvd. in Oceanside. 

Mission Marketplace 

is a one-stop experience for 

shopping, dining and more! 

With a variety of specialty 

stores, financial services 

and health services, there’s 

no need to go anywhere 

else. 
Make sure this one-

stop shop is part of your 

holiday shopping plan as 

you will find everything 

you are looking for on your 

holiday list at Mission Mar-

ketplace. Visit missionmar-

ketplaceoceanside.com or 

Facebook @missionmarket-

place this holiday season 

for important updates, spe-

cial hours and important 

holiday information.

ABOUT NEWMARK 

MERRILL COMPANIES

NewMark Merrill 

Companies, Inc. owns or 

manages a portfolio of 

over 85 shopping centers, 

including Mission Market-

place, valued at more than 

$2 billion. Since 1987, Pres-

ident and Chief Executive 

Officer Sandy Sigal has led 

the company of shopping 

centers representing over 

1,800 tenants and 10 mil-

lion square feet in Califor-

nia, Colorado and Illinois. 

For more information, visit 

NewMarkMerrill.com.

SANTA CLAUS parachuted from an airplane for his holiday landing to greet over 2,000 families and kids eagerly awaiting his arrival.  Courtesy photos

Fill all your holiday gift ideas at 

your local Elam’s Hallmark stores!

E
lam’s Hallmark’s 

mission is to put 

more care into the 

world, one card at a 

time.
The family-owned busi-

ness has a long history in 

San Diego. Guy and Mary 

Elam started it back in 

1979, with the help of their 

kids, Christie and Scott.

Since then, they have 

managed to take a national 

brand and create a local sta-

ple in the community.

Elam’s nine locations, 

three of which are in North 

County, have a wide variety 

of products, including greet-

ing cards, holiday décor, 

licensed property and col-

lectibles — like Star Wars 

and Harry Potter products 

— fashion and jewelry, gifts 

for men and women, a ba-

bies and toddlers section, 

home décor and more.

“That’s what sets us 

apart. It’s not just your 

greeting cards and your gift 

wrap anymore. It’s a Hall-

mark store, but people will 

come in and they’re shocked 

at the breadth of the prod-

uct that we carry,” Scott 

Elam said.
“We try to get in new 

product every week. People 

can come in the store once 

a week and they will see 

something new and differ-

ent every time.”

Elam’s prides itself on 

providing affordable and 

high-quality products in a 

warm and friendly atmo-

sphere that is here for the 

community.
“The biggest thing 

about us is that we employ 

your neighbors and friends,” 

Scott said. “It’s surprising 

how many people have ei-

ther worked for Elam’s or 

know somebody that has 

worked for Elam’s in San 

Diego because we’ve been 

doing this for 45 years.”

Now, more than ever, 

Elam’s wants to help people 

build relationships and put 

more care into the world.

“The amount of cards 

that we’re selling that are 

just ‘thinking of you’ care 

cards have really grown,” 

Scott said. “There’s a new 

line called Just Because, 

and it’s surprising how 

the much the community 

seems to love it, with people 

coming in and just want-

ing to give encouragement 

and support to the people 

around them.”
With the holiday sea-

son just around the corner, 

Elam’s is the go-to shop for 

the perfect holiday gift or 

greeting card.
Elam’s like to support 

the community. Customers 

can bring in toys for Toys 

for Tots during the holidays 

or can donate to Elam’s 

Hearts for CF, their annual 

Valentine’s Day fundraising 

initiative that raises mon-

ey for cystic fibrosis. In the 

last eight years, Elam’s has 

raised over $100,000 for the 

cause! 
“We’re local. We part-

ner with local charities and 

organizations. We’ve been 

in these communities for 

such a long time and we like 

to encourage people to shop 

local and shop small. 

Help support your local 

business, and right now, we 

need that more than any-

thing,” Scott said. 

To learn more about 

Elam’s Hallmark or to find 

a store near you, visit Elam-

sHallmark.com.

THE ELAM FAMILY, Christie, Guy, Mary & Scott.  Courtesy photo

Sponsored Content

A10 

The CoasT News 

DEC. 3, 2021

Must See Exclusive Selection of:• Tiffany Handel Lamps• Art • Antique Jewelry• Furniture
• Bob’s Clocks• Antique Books• Blue Huron Gallery

Perfect selection for home decor, 
collectables or holiday gifts

Oceanside Boulevard AntiquesOver 15 Vendors Under One Roof

1824 A Oceanside Blvd, Oceanside, CA760-529-3718

OPENING 
SOON!

Christmas Jewelry SaleMake all their Dreams come True

760-753-2295609 S. Hwy 101 at “E” StreetNow open Mon-Sat

Best Prices & Selection of Unique Diamond Engagement Rings, Bands, 
Fine Jewelry, Coins & Bullion

Celebrating 45 Years in Encinitas

encinitascoinandjewelry.com

Holiday Happenings

Knob Hill Christmas light display returns in San Marcos

SAN MARCOS RESIDENT Bill Gilfillen has put on an iconic Christmas light display at his home 

on Knob Hill for more than 30 years.  Photo by Tigist Layne

By Tigist Layne
SAN MARCOS — The famous “Christmas on Knob Hill” light display has returned, to the excitement of San Marcos residents. Bill Gilfillen, the display’s creator and owner of the home, took a break from the beloved tradition in 2020 due to the COVID-19 crisis.

For more than 30 years, Gilfillen, an 83-year-old re-tired Navy flight engineer, and his family have hosted Christmas on Knob Hill at their home at 1639 Knob Hill Road. 
Until Dec. 30, passers-by can gather to see more than 100,000 holiday lights cover the Gilfillen resi-dence, along with displays of Santas, reindeer, snow-men, sleighs, Disney char-acters, giant candy canes and more.

One of his new decora-tions this year is a printed sign proudly displayed up front that outlines some of the Gilfillens’ values. It reads: “In this house, we believe Black lives matter. Women’s rights = human rights. No human is illegal. Embrace the science. Love 

is Love.”
Gilfillen said it took 3 months to get this year’s display set up with lights and displays that he’s been collecting for 30 years.“The reason I started doing it was because when I was young, growing up, the only thing that we had at Christmas time was going around and looking at the lights because I come from a very poor family,” Gilfil-len said. “It was just plastic figurines and so forth at first, but it quickly grew to quite an elaborate display, and now we have people from all over San Diego, Ar-izona and Los Angeles that come to see the display ev-ery year.”

On Monday night, Gil-fillen, wearing his mask, happily walked outside to greet the visitors, many of whom came from different cities and states. In previ-ous years, families could also enjoy a visit from San-ta every night for about a week before Christmas.This year, Gilfillen tells the kids that come by that Santa won’t be at the house this year, but he will be at each of their houses on the 

night of Christmas Eve. “I just enjoy doing it. I love to make people happy. I just love people in gener-al, like I enjoy interacting with people and it gives me a lot of pleasure to just see people when they walk up to the display to see their eyes light up and smiles come on their faces,” Gilfil-len said.
Last year, the Gilfillen family made the difficult decision to cancel the dis-play for their safety and for the safety of visitors. The family issued a state-ment back in 2020, which was also written on a white board outside of their home:“To all our friends who visit Christmas on Knob Hill: For the first time in over 30 years, due to the virus and our concern for our families’ and friends’ well-being, we will not have a display this year. But we promise 2021 will be bigger and brighter.”Gilfillen delivered on his promise this year of a bigger and brighter display. The only thing they ask is that visitors wear their masks while enjoying the lights.

The Carlsbad Charitable Foundation in coordination with the Shoppes at Carlsbad will host 

a holiday drive-in movie at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 3, presenting the classic holiday comedy “Elf.” The 

movie will be shown on a 40-foot screen behind the Sears building with sound through each 

car radio. Space is limited to the first 200 reservations and a suggested donation of $25 per 

car is recommended. RSVP to Estela Mitrani at estelam@sdfoundation.org. Courtesy photo
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Imagine a place where learning begins with wonder.

The possibilities are endless.

The Grauer School 
Open House
November 7
11:00 am to 2:00 pm

RSVP: grauerschool.com

Encinitas Mayor
PAID FOR BY BRUCE EHLERS FOR ENCINITAS MAYOR 2026, FPPC #1490175

Bruce has and will continue to...
• Oppose overdevelopment
• Fix basic infrastructure
• Reduce homelessness
• Invest more in Sheriff and 
  Fire protection.

760-944-9482 
www.BruceForEncinitas.com

Re-elect

By Cameron Adams
ENCINITAS — Gov. Gavin 

Newsom has signed a state bud-
get measure greatly limiting the 
city's ability to remove protected 
bicycle lanes along Santa Fe Drive, 
prompting Mayor Bruce Ehlers to 
raise potential legal objections as 
the city considers its next steps.

Newsom signed Senate Bill 
114 on Sept. 18, enacting an Enci-
nitas-specific provision that state 
Sen. Catherine Blakespear, D-Enci-
nitas, added in the closing days of 
the legislative session.

The provision attaches new 
conditions to $3.09 million in state 
funding awarded to Encinitas in 
2023 for the Santa Fe Drive Corri-
dor Improvements Project. The leg-
islation bars the city from removing 
or modifying the protected bicycle 
lanes for five years after the proj-
ect’s completion and imposes con-
ditions on their removal for another 
10 years.

The restrictions directly affect 
the City Council’s planned redesign 
of the roadway near San Dieguito 
Academy, including removal of the 
south-side barrier-protected bicy-
cle lane.

SB 114 is part of the state’s 
budget trailer bill process, through 
which lawmakers enact legislation 
to implement spending decisions 
and make related changes to state 
law.

Rather than establishing a new 
annual budget, SB 114 amends the 
Budget Acts of 2022, 2023, 2024 
and 2025, covering the state’s 
2022-23 through 2025-26 fiscal 

Santa Fe 
redesign 
curbed
Governor signs law 
restricting city plans

TURN TO SANTA FE ON 9

Mavs chase title
After helping build La Costa Canyon’s girls flag football program from scratch, three senior

 captains have led the Mavericks to a 10-3 record in pursuit of a league title in their final season. Story on 25.

FINAL RUN: La Costa Canyon senior captain Mia Oh plays against crosstown rival Carlsbad High on Sept. 16. Photo by Craig Maloof

By Samantha Nelson
OCEANSIDE — One of 

Southern California’s last re-
maining public education and 
government channels is turning 
to the community for help keep-
ing the microphones on and the 
cameras rolling.

For the past 43 years, KOCT 
Television has delivered commu-
nity news, arts, education, gov-
ernment meetings, sports and 
special event coverage to North 
County residents.

“We present both sides, we 
don't state opinions, and we de-
liver information for civic en-
gagement,” said Executive Di-

rector Carly Starr Brullo-Niles. 
“What we do is very important.”

Under its current agreement 
with the city, KOCT operates as 
Oceanside’s public access chan-
nel, providing services that in-
clude broadcasting City Council 
and other public meetings, pro-
ducing community program-
ming and training students.

KOCT serves viewers on Cox 
channels 18 and 19, through its 
24/7 streaming service on KOCT.
org and on social media and digi-
tal platforms, including YouTube.

The station has also served 
generations of North County 
youth through mentorship and 

internship programs, training 
future media professionals who 
have gone on to work on well-
known projects.

Station Manager Angela 
Miranda, who started as an in-
tern with KOCT, said she began 
around the same time as Julia 
Swain, the cinematographer who 
shot Netflix’s “Voicemails for Is-
abelle.”

“Another person went on to 
report for NBC7, and somebody 
does audio for Netflix, so there 
are lots of opportunities to learn 
here,” she said. “It’s a chill envi-

TURN TO KOCT ON 4

AT KOCT’S Oceanside studio, the 
public access station produces 
local content. Courtesy photo

KOCT Television fights to stay on air
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September 16 – October 11
Brilliant. Unhinged. Unmissable. Blisteringly funny, 

razor‑sharp and deeply moving.
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Ruff riders shred
Nearly 100 dogs hit the waves in Del Mar for the 21st annual Surf Dog Surf-A-Thon fundraiser benefiting the 

Helen Woodward Animal Center, but rough surf forced judges to cancel the final round. Story on 23.

By Jordan P. Ingram
ENCINITAS — A 73-year-old 

man was struck and killed by a ve-
hicle after getting out of his car to 
render aid at a multi-vehicle crash 
on northbound Interstate 5 in En-
cinitas on Saturday, according to 
the San Diego County Medical 
Examiner’s Office.

Berhane Woldemicael, of San 
Diego, was struck about 3:05 a.m. 
on Sept. 12 just north of Leucadia 
Boulevard and pronounced dead 
at the scene at 3:10 a.m., accord-
ing to the medical examiner’s of-
fice.

Emergency personnel re-
sponded to a crash involving at 
least three vehicles. Woldemicael, 
who was involved in the initial col-
lision, got out to render aid before 
being struck by another vehicle, 
according to the report.

The collision involved at least 
three vehicles, including a black 
SUV, a Nissan Sentra and a Hon-
da Civic, according to the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol. Authorities 
did not immediately specify which 
vehicle Woldemicael had occupied 
or which vehicle struck him.

The CHP issued a SigAlert at 
3:17 a.m. while authorities investi-
gated.

His daughter, Meri Williams, 
provided the correct spelling of 
her father’s name, which the med-
ical examiner’s report misspelled. 
In an email to The Coast News, 
she described him as “truly a pil-
lar of the Eritrean and Ethiopian 
communities in San Diego.”

“He passed away just as he 
lived: serving others and provid-

TURN TO CRASH ON 6

Man, 73, 
killed on 
freeway
Father of six dies 
while helping at crash

By Jim Trageser
SAN MARCOS — Luis Al-

varado, the San Marcos man 
charged with setting a March 
28 fire that killed his two land-
lords, was found incompetent to 
stand trial over the summer and 
committed to a state hospital, ac-
cording to the San Diego County 
District Attorney’s Office.

Michael and Kathryn Aus-
tin, who rented a room to Alvara-
do at their Lacebark Street home, 
were found dead in a second-sto-
ry room after firefighters brought 
the flames under control enough 
to safely enter the home.

First responders arrived just 
before midnight to find the home 

engulfed in flames. Michael, 73, 
and Kathryn, 72, died in the fire, 
along with their dog, Journey.

Alvarado was charged with 
two counts of murder, and one 
count each of arson causing great 
bodily injury, arson of an inhabit-
ed structure and animal cruelty.

Alvarado was arraigned on 
murder and arson charges, but 
his attorney requested a mental 
competency examination, which 
Superior Court Judge Harry Elias 
ordered.

Dozens of the Austins’ fam-
ily members attended the April 
arraignment, when Elias paused 
criminal proceedings pending 
the competency evaluation.

Tanya Sierra, a spokesperson 
for the District Attorney’s Office, 
said Alvarado can remain in state 
hospital custody for up to two 
years.

Within 90 days of his com-
mitment, the state hospital’s ex-
ecutive director must submit a 
written report to the court out-
lining his progress toward com-
petency. In Alvarado’s case, the 
report is due no later than Oct. 8.

Under Penal Code Section 
1370, if he is found competent to 
stand trial at any point during 
the two-year commitment, he 
will be returned to court to face 

LUIS ALVARADO was charged with 
arson and murder in a deadly San 
Marcos house fire. Pool photo/John 
Gastaldo, San Diego Union-Tribune

Murder suspect sent to state hospital

TURN TO SUSPECT ON 21

A dog wearing goggles and a flotation vest rides a wave during the Surf Dog Surf-A-Thon at Del Mar Dog Beach. Courtesy photo/Helen Woodward


